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THE SIEGE AND ASSAULT 



07 THX 



FORTRESS OF DENGHIL-TEPE 



^ ^ 



(GEOK TEPJi;), 



(WITH A MAP OF THE OPERATIONS, AND TEN PLANS.)* 



Report addressed to H.I.H. the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army of the Caucasus by Adjutant-General Skobeleff, tem- 
porary commander of the troops operating in the Trans- 
Caspian district, dated ?^S^' 1881. 

After its occupation by the advanced guard of the detach- 
ment, Y^ghian-Batir-Kala was selected as the base and povnJL 
d^apmd for the further decisive attack and capture of the fortified 
aoub (villages) of Yanghi-Kala, Denghil-T^pe, and G^ok-Tto6. 

The occupation of Y^ghian-Batir-Kalaf was effected with- 
out any encounter with the enemy, who had concentrated his 
chief forces in the above-mentioned fortified Kishlaks (vil- 
lages^. 

According to information received about the enemy, their 
strength was 40,000, and they were determined to make an 
obstinate defence. This was communicated to me by Yar- 
Mahomed-Khan, a native of Budjnurd, through Major-General 
Grodekoff. There is no doubt that the intrigues of English 
agents at Meshed prompted this determination. Assistance had 
been promised to the Tekk^s by Great Britain. 

It IS worthy of notice, that the horse, belonging to the officer 
in temporary command of the troops, taken in the attack on the 

volunteers in the Bendesensky Pass on the ^ August was kept 

with its saddle cloth on at Denghil-T^p6, to be offered as a 
present to the English general expected there to assist the 
troops. 

With a view of reconnoitring the southern and western 
fronts of the enemy's position, and completing the information 

• From the " Voennyi Sbomik" for April, 1881. 

t Slat NoTember, 1880, old ityle (#ic). [ikftorv^rds called Samur.— Tb.] 

A 2 



obtained on the ^ July, it was decided to make a fresh recon- 

naiflsance on the ^ December. 

The detachment chosen for the reconnaissance consisted 
of:— 

7 companies, 

1 detachment (of volunteers), 
3 sotnias, 
16 gims, 
and 1 company of sappers.* 

The detachment was followed by seven carts and wagons 
belonging to the Red Cross Society, and by a signalling party 
with two heliographs. 

The total strength of the detachment was : — 

Infantry, 1,040 bayonets, 
Cavalry, 837 sabres. 
Artillery, 120 „ 

The ammunition served out was : — 

120 roimds per rifle for the cavalry and infantry. 
3,000 „ for each mitrailleur. 
40 „ for each long-range gun. 
23 „ for each 4-pounder. 

The detachment started from the intrenchment of Samur at 
5^0 A.M., marching in reserve order, by the road parallel to the 
mountains towarcw the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala. Gun shots 
from the hill of Denghil-T^p^, after the column had proceeded 
4 versts (2f miles) from the camp, showed that the enemy was 
on the alert. The detachment halted 8 versts from the intrench- 
ment of Samur.* 



* See Appendix No. I. Orders. • 

t At the Dalting place a heliograph wa« set up, and the following meMagei were 

traniniitted t — (1.) gf,h December, 8 a.m. To Lient.-Ool. Haidaroff. — " Ereryihing 

i» progreteing eatiifactorilj. We are halting. The enemr if on the alert. Has the 

camel transport train leftP*' Adjntant-Oeneral Skobeleff. (2.) -^th December, 

840A.H. To Lieut. -Col. Haidaroff. — '' A detachment of Tekk^are entering the 

desert. The attack on Y^ghian-Batir-Kala on the |^th July was preceded bj a 

similar occurrence. Be ready.*' Adjutant-G-eneral Skobeleff. After these messages, 
the commandant of the intrenchxnent at Samur enquired :—>'' 3foj the camel 

transport train be sent off?** To this the following answer was sent: — ^^fsth. De- 
cember, 10 A,x. To Lieutenant-Colonel Haidaroff. The transport to continue to 
follow, to close up, and make a brare defence if attacked* 1 rely un StarsbinaJ 
Orekoff.''— Adjtttant-G^eneral Skobeleff. 

The heliograph prored on this occasion of no little use to the detachment, 
enabling it to communicate uninterru^dhr with the garrison of the intrenchment 
at Samur. In steppe war&re, in which the enterprising enemy always cuts the 
telegraph wire, whicn it is impossible for the troops to protect, the heliograph, ae 

was prored by experience in the Afghan War, and on the j^th December, and on the 

t Major of Cossacks. 



Contrary to th.e relations, the detachment continued to 
advance in the same oraer,* and reached the stream S^kyz-Yab, 
unmolested by the enemy. 

The detachment of volunteers occupied the hill in front of 
the force, and commenced firing on the Tekk^s, who were pro- 
ceeding in great numbers, both infantry and cavalry, from 
Denghil-T^p6 to Yanghi-Kala,t of which they lined the southern 
edge. After the volunteers a division of a battery of mobile 
guns, and a division of the 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of 
Artillery were ordered to take up a position on the hill to the left 
of the S6kyz-Yab ; and a half sotnia of Cossacks of the Orenburg 
Regiment No. 5 was sent to strengthen the right flank of the 
chain of volunteers. The shrapnel, especially that of the long- 
range guns,} apparently told with good effect. The masses of 
the enemy began to be forced back. 

When it became evident that the volunteers and Orenburg 
Cossacks were pressing too far forward, and were closing up for 
an assault on the Eishlak, an order was sent to them to stop, 
and to retire slowly. 

About 1 P.M. the detachment proceeded to reconnoitre the 
western front of Denghil-T6p6, keeping out of rifle range of the 
waUs of the fortress. Some of the Tekk^s occupying Yanghi- 
Kala rushed into Denghil-T6p6, others commenced to fall on 
the rear and flanks of the detachment, to protect which, skir- 
mishers were told off from the cavalry. It was very evident 
that the enemy expected an attack on the fortress; great 
numbers, armed with lances, swarmed on the walls. 

On arriving opposite the hill of Denghil-T6p6 the detach- 
ment was halted in a hollow, and the following were ordered 
into position : — ^Half of the 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of 
Artillery, and three divisions of Mobile Artillery,} whim com- 
menced firing at the interior of the fortress at a range of 700 — 
800 sagfenes (1,633—1,866 yards^. Before the artillery had got 
into position, tiie enemy openea fire from the walls with shot 
from nis 6-pounders. 

By way of experiment with rifle curved fire at an enemy 
hidden from view, the 1st Battalion of the 84th Shirvan 
Infantry Regiment was called up, and two volleys were fired at 
the iQterior of the fortress at a range of 3,000 paces. The 
volleys apparently produced great effect, as the enemy hid 
himself behind the walls, and his fire slackened. 

At 3.40 P.M. the detachment moved from the position, and 
continued the movement, at first parallel to the western front, 
and afterwards turned back towards Samur. 



rzrd December, as will be shown in the sequel, was of ihe greatest importance. 

Besides this, the heUoeraph was repeatedly of great assistance to the troops during 
the siege of 6Mok-T^pe. 

* The reason for this is explained in Appendix No. 8. — ^Tb* 

t Kala = fort. 

I /9m page 66.— Tb. 



Just as the detachment moved ofi^ the ememy increased his 
fira, cmd began to fall on our flanks and rear^ It was plainly 
visible that bodies of horsemen carrying infantiy behind them 
on their horses were issuing from the fortress* Taking advan- 
tage of the close hilly coimtry, the horsemen came into line at a 
distance of 300 — 400 paces, and dismounted the infantry, wh© 
opened a very accurate fire on uB from behind the hillocks. The 
guns were unUmbered and fired shrapnel at the enemy, while 
the sapper company, acting as a rear^guard, fired volleys. 

The Tekk^ followed the detaclment for a distance of 5 
versts (3^ miles), and firing only ceased at nightfall, first on our 
left, then on our right flank, and finally against^our rear. 

At 8.30 P.M. the detachment reached the intrenchment of 
Samur. 

Our losses in the reconnaissance were as follows, viz. : — 
Killed^ 4 non-commissioned officers and men; wounded, Sub- 
Lieutenant Voropanoff, the oonMnander of the volunteer detach- 
ment of the Apsheron Regiment, and Ensign PopoflF of the 
Daghestan Regiment (the latter has since died at Bami), and 19 
non-commissioned officers and privates ; sliffhtly wounded, 
Wing-Adjutant and Starshina* Count OrloflF Demsoff, Khorundjif 
Tchorny of the Taman Regiment, and 8 non-commissioned 
officers and privates. Horses, 13 killed, and 18 wounded. Am*- 
munition expended: per cavalry carbine, 75 rounds; per in*- 
fieuitry rifle, 12 rounds ; per gun, 15 rounds. 

The losses of the enemy may be put down at 400—600 men. 
Whilst the reconnoitring detachment was under the walls of the 
fortress of Denghil*T^p4 mounted bodies of Tekkfe appeared 
before the intrenchment of Samur, which was held by 2 com- 
{)anies of the 83rd Samur Infantry Regiment, with 2 mountain 
guns and 2 mitrailleurs. The Tekkis kept out of rifle rang^, 
but dispersed quickly after 3 rounds from the EngstromJ guns 
had taken effect among them. 

From the ~ December till the i|^, the troopi^ were engaged 

in throwing up defensive works at Samur, in drill, in rehearsals 
of the assault, in getting accustomed to the explosion of 
dynamite, and in convoying trains bringing supplies from 
Bami. 

On the ^ December the Djighit^s, who had been Watching 

the enemy in the neighbourhood of G6ok-T^p^, reported that 
great noise was heard within the fortress, and that important 
movements were taking place from the desert to the fortress, 
and vice veracL This information led one to infer either that the 
enemy was preparing for departure, or that the long-expected 
reinforcements nad arrived from Merv. 

To investigate this circumstance it was decided to make tt 
reconnaissance towards Denghil-T6pe. The detachment told off 
for it was as follows, viz. : — 

* Major of CosBacks. f Comet of Cosiacks. t Naval maohine gun. 



1 4$ai&{)ant Ui Balbtalioi^ Samu^ ' Infantry Re^ti^c^t* 
3rd Battalion Samur Infantry Kegiment. 
1 oompanj of Sappera. 
5tii Taman 8otnia. 

1 fie6tion, 2nd Sotnia^ 5th Orenburg Regiment. 

i of the 4th Battery, 20th Brigade Artmery, and 

2 naval mitrailleTits. 

Total, 6 companies, 1^ Botnias, and 6 guna 

» 

The cavalry wets ordered to advance boldly, and the infantty 
and artillery were to follow it. All the troops were directed on 
tiie hill of Denghil'T^p^^ About 4.30 P.M. the cavalry had ap- 

?roached to within a distance of 5 versts (3^ nules) Of the 
^ekk6 stronghold, and were ordered to halt. About 5 P.M, the 
infantry and artillery reached the same spot. The lafet-lnen- 
tioned was ordered into position. The enemy wad vi&ible iii 
great numberis on the ramparts of the fortress, and hid hot^e^en, 
for the greater part armed with long-range rifles, were issuing 
with the object of turning our flanks. Thfeir cavalry chain 
conynenced a skirmish, which the enemy Supported in front 
with infantry, who had come out of the fortress. Besides this, 
the enemy opened fire from a gun on the hill of Denglnl-T^p^ ; 
the half battery of the 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of 
Artillery fired eight roimds of common shell into the interior of 
the fortress at a range of 2,500 sagfenes (5,833 yards), after 
which, so as to avoid loss, the detachment was ordered to return 
to Samur. This took place at 5.30 P.M. 

The Tekk6s followed the detachment in small numbers. At 
6 P.M. firing finally ceased. At 8.30 P.M. the detachment reached 
the intrencmment of Samur. There were no losses on our side. 
As the reconnaissance of the |^ instant, on account of the 
late hour at which the expedition started, had not given any 
definite information about the enemy, it was decided to make 
anoth^ reconnaissance on the foUpwing day, tiiie ^ December. 
The troops told off for this duty consisted of a— - 

Detachment of Volimteers, 

2nd Company 83rd Samur Infantry Regiment, 

2nd and 3rd Companies 84th Shirvan Infantry 

Regiment, 
3 guns, 4th Battery 20th Brigade Artillery, 
2 naval mitrailleurs, 
Mixed sotnia from the Taman Regiment and 

5th Orenburg Regiment. 

The detachment was followed by a party of mounted sig- 
nallers, with two heUographs. 

The sotnia with one gun started from the intrenchment of 
Samur at 12.30 P.M. in the direction of the hill of Denghil-T6p6. 
The infantry with the rest of the artillery, under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Haidaroff, commander of the 1st Batta- 
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lion of the 88rd Samnr Infantry Regiment, followed the cavalry 
at 1 P.M. 

About 2.30 P.M. the sotnia with 1 gun reached a point 1,00( 
Bag^nes f2,333 yards) from the north-west comer of Denghil- 
T^p^. Tne gun immediately opened fire with shell on th€ 
interior of the fortresp. 

The enemy's cavalry and infantry, perceiving our attack, 
issued from the fortress and took up positions as follows : — ^The 
former on the sandy hillocks on the left flank of our sotnia, and 
the laji^er behind the hillocks, in front of our infantry, which 
was coming up. 

At 3 P.M. our infantry came up to the cavalry, and formed in 
fighting order ; relieving the cham of mounted skirmishers by a 
chain from the volunteer detachments. 

A division of the 4th Battery of the 20tli Brigade of Artil- 
lery joined the gun in position near a waU, and commenced to 
shell the interior of the fortress. The masses of the enemy in 
front of the western front of the fortress continued to increase. 
It appeared probable that the withdrawal of otir small detach- 
ment would be difficult, and therefore at 3 p.m. the following 
message was sent by heliograph to Samur, communication with 
that place being interrupted : — " To Lieutenant-Colonel Gogo- 
bereedze : 3 companies of infantry, 2 mitraiUeurs, and a few 
cavalry are to come to meet me at once. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gogobereedz6 is to command the detachment." — ^Adjutant- 
General Skobeleff. 

This message was transmitted perfectly accurately to the 
intrenchment of Samur under a heavy infantry fire. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gogobereedz^, on receipt of it, started 
with the 11th and 12th Companies of the 83rd Samur Infantry 
Regiment, the 4th Company of the Shirvan Regiment, a detach- 
ment of 30 Cossacks, and 2 naval mitrailleurs. 

About 4 P.M. the reconnoitring detachment began to retire 
towards the approaching reinforcements which had been sum- 
moned from Samur by heliograph. During the retreat the 
artillery continued to fire shrapnel at the masses of the enemy, 
who pressed closely on us. 

BLalf-way to Samur the detachment met the colxmm under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gogobereedz6, which passed it, and then 
followed it as a rear-guard. 

Subsequently, during the retreat of the detachment, a hol- 
low had to be crossed. To prevent the enemy occupying the 
crest, while the detachment was still in the bottom, the order 
was given to quicken the pace. This measure proved most 
usefdC for, just as our troops had crossed the hollow, and the 
chain of volunteers of our rear-guard succeeded in occupying 
the crest, the Tekk^s appeared on the opposite one. About 
5.30 TM. all the troops had returned to Samur. 

On the ^December our losses were as follows: — ^Killed, 
non-commissioned officers and privates, 1. Wounded, Surgeon 



Malisheysky and 3 non-cozmnisBioned officers and privates. 
3 horses killed and 7 wounded. The ammunition expended 
was as follows : — Per infantry rifle, 13 rounds; per cavalry rifle, 
80 rounds. The mitrailleurs expended 200 rounds each, and 
the artillery 25 rounds per gun. 

On the ^ December the undermentioned reinforcements 
reached Samur, viz. : — 

The 1st and 4th Companies of the 83rd Samur Infantry 

Regiment. 
The 2nd Mobile Battery (7 9-pounders), half a mortar 

batterv (6 mortars). 
2 mountam guns, and 
1 sotnia. 

These troops escorted a train of camels. 

On the ^ December the camel train started on the return 

journey to Bami, escorted by the 10th and 11th Companies of the 
83rd Samur Infantry Regiment, 2 mountain guns, and 1 sotnia. 

On the ^ December the following troops reached Samur, 

viz.: — 

The 3rd Battalion of the 74th Stavropol Infantry Regiment. 

The Trans-Caspian Local BattaHon. 

The 4th Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery. 

The 1st Mobile Battery. 

A division of a mountain battery, and 

1 sotnia. 

On the 27^ December the Turkestan detachment, under the 
command of Colonel Kuropatkin, arrived. It was composed as 
follows, viz. : — 

The 1st and Rifle Companies of the 13th Turkestan Line* 
BattaHon. 

The 3rd Company of the 5th Turkestan Line* BattaKon. 

The 1st Sotma of the Orenburg Regiment (No. 1). 

The 6th .Ural sotnia of the regiment (No. 2). 

A division of a mountain battery. 

A rocket section of Orenburg Cossacks. 

These troops, notwithstanding their difficult march from 
Petro-Alexandrovsk to Samur, arrived in the most excellent 
condition. 

On the ~^ December the following troops arrived at Samur, 
viz.: — 

The 3rd BattaKon of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regiment* 

The 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery. 

•A division of a mountain battery, and 

1 sotnia. 
They escorted a train of 140 wagons. 



* Or Frontier Battalion.^~TB. 
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By thte ^ Deoembdt thei^e were concentrated at fifttotir : 

29 coaapanies,* 
65 guns, and 
6 squadrons and sotnias. 

Total, 3,520 bayonets and 650 sabred. 

The moment for decisiye action against Q&okrTipi had now 
afrived. 

I have abeady had the pleasure of reportiiig to your Impe- 
rial HighnesS) that the attack on Denghil-T6p6 WiBts to be pre- 
ceded by the occupation of Yanghi-Kala.-f By the occupation 
of that point we gain possession of the water, and are able to 
advance against by far the weakest fronts of the fortress — ^the 
southern and eastern. The reconnaissance of the ^ December, 

as well as the following ones, induced me to infer that the 
enemv would not defend the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala stubbornly, 
but that he would concentrate his defence in the fortress. On 

the ^ December, the dispositions were arranged for an assault 
on the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala on the 

In order to give the commanders of the storming coltmms 
and units an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 
ground on which they were to operate, it was directed to make 
a reconnaissance of the approacnes to the Kishlak of Yanghi- 
kala on the -^ December with a cavalry detachment consisting 
of:- 

1 sotnia of the Taman Co^usack E^giment, 

2 sotnias of the Poltava „ „ 

1 sotnia of the Orenburg Cossack Regiment (No. 1)> 
1 sotnia of the Ural Cossack Regiment (No. 2), 

1 section of the Labiiisky Cossack Regiment, and 

2 rocket troughs. 

The detachment was followed by a party of mounted signal- 
lers with 2 heliographs, and 2 2* wheeled oarts. of the Red 
Cross Society. 

At 1.15 P.M., on the signal " ttot,'' the detachment moved 
oflF towards the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala by the road parallel to 
the mountains. At 2.30 P.M. the detachment reached a bank 3 
versts (2 miles) from the above-mentioned Kishlak, Thanks to 
the rapidity of our movement, the enemy did not observe us till 
late. The firing of his guns, indicating that he was on the 
alert, was first heard just as we reached the above-mentioned 

* IndauTe of a detachment of Tolunteen. 

t In my deepatch, No. 4, of the ^^^ July, to the chief of the district staff of 
the military district oi the Caucasus : — " The point for the commencement of the 
attack may now be said to be determined. It will be Yanghi-Kala, or, as it is called, 
Yanghi-Tep^. Thence we shall have a road to Ghiormai in Persia ; we shall be in 
possession of a supply of water ; we shall be on the line of retreat to Askabad i 
and, lastly, the locahty and ground tue fiavouvable for an attack." 
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bank. At a given sijgaBl liie enemy began to occupy Tanghi- 
Kala with maaseB of cavaby and infantry with whom our 
cavaby flkirmisbers became engaged. The dispositions for the 
^•tjI^Z^'^ were read through on the bank, and were discussed 
with each of the several commanders of units told ofiF for the 
operation; objections were listened to, and the details were 
explained on the spot. 

The reconnaissance sketches were compared with the 
ground, and distributed to all the commanders of units. 

After having moved forward about half a verst from the 
bank to get a better view of the ground, the signal to retire 
was given to the detachment, as it became evident that the 
enemy was assembling, and that we should be obliged to fight, 
which would have been exceedingly undesirable. The Turke- 
stan infantry, which was at drill in the neighbourhood, came 
under fire, and once more showed that, great spirit of supporting 
its brethren in arms, which exists in the troops of the Turkestah 
army. 

At 4 P.M. the fighting ceased. At 5.30 P.M. the detachment 
entered the intrenchment of Samur. 

Our losses in this reconnaissance were as follows, viz.: — 
Lieutenant-General Anenkoff and 4 non-commissioned officers 
and privates wounded. 1 horse killed and 1 wounded. 1 round 
of ammunition was expended per infantry rifle, and 15 rounds 
per cavalry carbine. 

On the evening of the ~ December the following troops 
reached Samur, viz. : — 

A volunteer detachment under th6 command of Essaul* 

Tserendjaloff, 
The 10th and 11th Companies of the 83rd Samur Infantry 

Regiment, 
The 1st, 13th, and 14th Companies of the 82nd Daghestati 

Infantry Regiment, 
The 2nd Poltava Sotnia, and 
A division of a mountain battery. 

On the evening of the ^~ December the orders for the 

irtjanu^'^ were promulgated to the troops who were to tak^ part 
in the operation, and instnictions for tne officers were issued.t 
On that day the undiermentioned troops arrived at Samui*, 
viz.: — 

The 4th Battalion of the 81st Apsheron Infantry Regiment, 

A wing of the Tver Dragoon Regiment, 

The 1st Sotnia of the Taman Regiment, 

The 2nd Sotnia of the Orenburg Regiment (No. 5), and 

A division of a battery of horse artillery. 



* Essaul * Captain of Cofsaoks. f. Vide Appendioos Kos. 2 and 3« 
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On the evening of the ||^ Deolmber the total force at 
Samur was: — ' . 

35 companies, 
7 squadrons, 
67* guns, and 
2 rocket troughs. 

Making a total of 4,020 bayx^nets and 750 sabres. 

At 7 A.M. on the ^rtSt'V i^he troops belongmg to the de- 
tachment detailed for tiie OQCupation of the Kishlak of Yanghi- 
Eala formed up outside the intrenchment, on the side towards 
Geok-T^p6. 

At 8 A.M. a Te Deum was sung, and at 9.30 A.M. a column, 
under Colonel Kuropatkin, marched parallel to the mountains to 
the stream S^kyz-Yab. 

The column under .Colonel Koselkoff and the main body 
Und cavalry started at 10.80 A.M^, in the direction of Support- 
Kala. 

On the firing of a gmi from Denghil-T6p6, the enemy com- 
menced to issue from tha fortress, aad occupy the Kishlak of 

Yanghi-Kala.t ' o 

Colonel Kuropatkin's columij, having reached the stream of 
S^kyz-Yab, crossed it, pushed its right shoulder forward, and 
opened fire with its artiUerv on the Ejshlak, 

Colonel Kozelkoffs commn, having formed up in fighting 
order on the height of Lighthouse-Kala, which was occupied by 
the Labinsky sotnia, advanced in the direction of Support- 
Kala, and the western boundary of the Ki^biak Yanghi-Kala. ' 

The 6th Mountain Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artillery, 
and 2 naval mitrailleurs, were broiigbit-^to' position, and com- 
menced to shell the Kishlak and Stqppsort^Kala, at a range of 
700 sagfenes (1,633 yards). After thi^, to increase the action of 
the artillery the 1st and 3rd Mobile Batteries (12 4-pounders) 
were ordered up from tb6 reserve. In this manner a battery of 
22 guns was formed onr*tk^,|)ia£tt(aon^ Its action was controlled 
by Colonel Verjbitsky, commanden of the artillery of the detach- 
ment. The increased bombardment against the front of Yanghi- 
Kala, and the fire of Colonfel Kuropatkin's column against the 
Ejshlak from the south, wejBtkened the fire of the enemy, who 
gradually commenced to evacuate his positions at Yanghi-Kala 
and Support-Kala. Singly and in groups they retired to Denghil- 
T^p6, protecting themselves from our fire by moving along the 
ravine of a stream which riins from Support-Kala to the fortress. 

The main body and the catvalry were stopped by a spur 
behind the flank of Colonel Kozelkoft's column. 

About 3 P.M., the signals " All " and " Attack " were given to 
Colonel Kozelkoff's column, on which it advanced to the attack 
with bands playing. 

* See Appendix No. 6 and Kotes. — Tb. 

t Tide plan of the assault of the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala (Plan No. 1). 
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At the same time the wing of the Taman Regiment received 
orders from me personally to charge the infantry of the enemy, 
retreating from i anghi-Kala to the fortress. Advancing smartly 
to the attack, the wing cut to pieces many foot soldiers, who 
were lying along the bed of the S^kyz-Yab stream ; after this it 
dismounted and opened fire on the masses of the enemy concen- 
trated in front of the southern front of the fortress. To cover 
the retreat of the cavalry, the artillery was ordered to change 
front, and direct its fire against the southern front of the 
fortress. 

At this time the infantry of Colonel Kozelkoff's column had 
already forced an entry into the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala, where 
it was soon joined by Colonel Kuropatkin's column, which had 
advanced from the south. 



Operations of Colonel Kuropatkin^s Column. 

Colonel Kuropatkin's column started at 9.30 A.M. Its ad- 
vanced guard consisted of 3 companies and 2 guns, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gogobereedz^, commander of 
the 1st Battalion of the Shirvan Regiment. The right flank 
was protected by a mixed division (2 sotnias) of Orenburg and 
Ural Cossacks, with 2 rocket trougns, under the personal com- 
mand of Colonel Gulyaeff. The main body, under the personal 
command of Colonel Kiu*opatkin, consisting of 5 companies and 
8 guns, followed 1 verst (f mile^ behind its advanced guard. 
At 2,000 paces from the KishlaK of Tanghi-Kala, skirmishers 
were called for from the cavalry of the advanced guard, and 
the volunteers of the advanced guard were extended in a chain, 
and opened a dropping fire on the enemy's horsemen, occupying 
a cham of hills close to the S6kyz-Yab, and the boundary of the 
Kishlak Yanghi-Kala. 

The first objective of the operations of the advanced guard 
was the chain of hills running along the stream S^kyz-Yab, 
at a distance of 750 sagfenes (1,750 yards) from the southern 
boundary of the Kishlak of Yanghi-kala. These hills were 
occupied by the advanced guard, with the co-operation of a 
wing of cavalry, at 11.45 A.M. The enemy, who had been occu- 
pying them, fled to Yanghi-Kala. 

After the occupation of this position, the section of sappers 
built a bridge, with an approach across the stream S6kyz-Yab. 

The main body foflowed the advanced guard and occupied 
its position, whilst the latter crossed the stream, and took up a 
second position on the hills opposite the southern boundary of 
Yanghi-Kala. 6 guns of the 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of 
Artilleiy were brought on to this new position. They were 
covered on their right by a company of volunteers, and 2 Turkes- 
tan companies. 

The cavalry, with a division of the Turkestan Mountain 
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Battery, went still further to the right, so as to turn the Kishls^k 
on the east. 

For the final seizure of the Kishlak 2 colnnms were formed, 
viz.: — 

(o.) The Ist and 3rd Companies of the Shiryan Begiment, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gogobereedz6. This 
column was to advance straight against the southern boundary 
of the Eishlak, and after taking it, was tp effect a junction with 
Colonel Kozelkoff's column. 

(6.) A company of volunteers, the Rifle Company of the 
ISth Turkestan Line Battahon, and half of the 3rd Company of 
the 5th Turkestan Line Battalion, under the command of Major 
Bogayeffsky. A division of the Turkestan Mountain Battery- 
was added to this column. 

The objective of this colimin was the capture of the round 
tower and eastern botmdary of Yanghi-Kala. 

The wing of Turkestan cavalry and the rocket section were 
to follow the spur on the right front of Major Bogayeffsky's 
column, and threaten to surround the enemy. 

A reserve consisting of 3^ companies was to follow Major 
Bogayeffsky's column. 

After a heavy cannonade from 10 guns as a preparation for 
the attack, the signal "Attack" was given at 2.30 P.M. 

The enemy did not wait the attack of the storming column, 
but fled before the signal " Charge " was given. 

At 3 P«M. the troops of Colonel Kuropatkin's column reached 
the Olga Eala, and effected a junction with the ti'oops of Colonel 
Kozelkoff's column, 'which was occupying the northern boundary 
of the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala. 

After the capture of the Kishlak, the troops changed front to 
the north, and pitched their camp at a distance of 900 sagtoe^ 
(2,100 yards) from the walls of the fortress,* 

The camp was immediately intrenched. Its front repre- 
sented a bastioned front, behind the curtain of which nearly all 
the artillery was posted, while the columns of Colonels Kozel- 
koff and Kuropatkin occupied the bastions. The main body of 
the detachment encamped in rear of the artillery, and the 
cavalry in a separate camp on the right flank. To secure th^ 
flanks and rear of the camp, the Support and Cavalry Kalaai 
were occupied ; and in the rear the Kalas Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 

After the capture of the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala, the enemy 
retired to the fortress, and before dusk commenced to assemble 
in great strength for an attack on the detachment. Volleys of 
infantry fire, and a very successful artillery fire of shrapnel, 
made tnem return, however, to the fortress immediately. 

Our losses in the taking of Yanghi-Kala were as follows, 
viz : — 1 non-commissioned officer or private killed, 10 wounded, 
and 5 slightly wounded ; 9 horses killed a|id 10 wounded, Tl^e 

« Tufa Plan No. 2a. 
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ammunition expended was:— 6 rounds per infantry rifle, 

7 rounds per cavalry carbine, 100 rounds per mitraUleur, and 

8 rounds per gun of the artillery. 

The firing did not cease during the whole night. 

^ ^^ ^^^^f ^ *^® transport ^svaggons au(i artillery 
horses went to Samur to fetch the baggage of the troops, and 
the artillery whicL had been left there. The escort consisted 
of the 3rd Battalion of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regiment, 
2 mountain guns, and a potnia of th^ Orenburg Regiment 
No, 5. 

On the morning of the - ^a^^^ Qi detachment of oavabj% 
under the command of Major-General Petrusevitch, went out t& 
reconnoitre the eastern and northern frpnts of the fpTtreflei, Its 
composition was as follows, viz. :— 

A win^ of the Tver Regiment of Dragoons. 
^ 9otmas of the Taman Regiment of Cosdacks. 
1 potnia of the Poltava „ „ 

I sotnia of the Labinsky „ „ 

1 division of a battery mountain horse artillery. 
Total, 6 squadrons and sotnias, and 2 guns. 

This column was followed by Lieutenant-Colonel Rutkofisky, 
conimanding engineer of the detachment, who vas to make a 
reconnaissance of the fortress.. 

Masses of the enemy» both on foot and on horeeback, issuedi 
from D^nghil-T4p6, and went along the road followed by our 
cavalry, which became hotly engaged to the nprth of the, 
fortress. 

Concluding from the continuous volleys, apparently gf dis- 
mounted cavalry, that the detachment under M«yor-General 
Petrusevitch was being repulsed by superior numbers pf the 
enemy, reinforcements were hurried up from thp camp tp assist 
the cavalry, and draw off the atteixtioii pf tbe enemy^ They 
consisted of :— 

The 1st Battalion, of the 83rd Samm: Infantry Regunent, 
The 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artnlery ; and 
I pptpia pif the Oi^nburg Regiment No. 1, 

under my personal oonmiand. 

Opposite the hill of Denghil-T6p^ this detachment was halted, 
and the 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery opened 
fire on the interior of the fortress, at a range of 800 sagfenes 
(1,866 yards). 

The detachments effected a junction at 2 P.M., at the ceme- 
tery,* opporite the north-western angle of the fortress, whence 
the cavaby detachment went in the direction of Samur, and the 
detachment which had come to its assistance returned to the, 
camp. 
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This day, the engineer officers made a reconnaissance o£ the 
fortress, and the south-eastern ane^le was finally selected for 
attack, as had already been proposed aft^ the reconnaissance of 

«*ief^jTdy. 

G^ this date our losses were : — 1 non-commissioned officer 
or private killed, and 5 wounded. The anununition expended 
was : — 1 round per infantnr rifle, 8*2 rounds per cavalry carbine, 
and 4 rounds per gun of the artillery. 

On the ^^^^^9 a heliograph station was established at the 
camp, and another at Support-Eala. The latter entered into 
immediate communication wiih the station at the intrenchment 
of Samur. 

During the night from the ^ to ^, the enemy crept up to 
our S6kr£tys ,* and kept up a lively fire. 

On the morning of the is^^^» Colonel Europatkin was 
ordered to seize the Olga and Right-flank Ealas, so as to secure 
points of support for tne right flank of the attack. A detach- 
ment consisting of: — 

The 1st battaUon of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regi- 
ment, 
2 mobile guns of the 3rd Battery, and 
20 Orenburg Cossacks, 

occupied these Kalas without opposition. . They were imme- 
diately put into a state of defence, and ^ heliograph station 
was established in the Right-flank-Eala. ' After this, Colonel 
Europatkin was ordered to move northwards to the desert, and 
to examine the ground. 

The enemy occupying a large redoubt north of the Right- 
flank-Eala, and of r etrusevitch Garden, fired heavily on the 
approaches to the Eala. 

To drive the enemy out of the Petrusevitch Redoubt and 
Garden both sotnias of the Turkestan detachment were ordered 
up from the camp. 

At first the enemy's position, was bombarded by a heavy 
artillery fire from the Right«;flank-Eala. After tins the 1st 
Orenburg sotnia occupied the redoubt, and was followed by the 
2 companies of the 1st Battalion of the 84th Shirvan Infantry 
Regiment, the latter under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gogobereedz^. Both, these companies were moved up to 
occupy Petrusevitch Garden; the 1st Orenburg sotnia advanced 
against the flank of the enemy north of the garden, and the 
Ural sotnia occupied the redoubt. The enemy evacuated the 
garden. We found there large supplies of millet, barley, wheat, 
and clover. 

The retreat of the detachn),e]at took place in the same order, 
the sotnias being obliged to fire rockets at the enemy who 
attacked them. ^ 

 III ■■■#■! I  

* 0roapf pofted at night in finont of tbi line of ordinary outposts. — Tb. 
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Our losses on this day were : — 1 non-commissioned oflScer or 
private killed. Wounded : 1 staff officer (Lieutenant-Colonel 
6ogobereedz6), 1 regimental officer (Sotnik* Krements), and 4 
non-commisaoned officers and privates. 

In the evening the 3rd Battalion of the 84th Shirvan 
Infantry Regiment returned to the intrenchment of Yanghi- 
Kala, and the undermentioned troops also arrived, viz. : 

The 11th and 12th Companies of the 3rd Battalion of the 81st 

Apsheron Infantry Regiment. 
A division of the 1st Battery of the 21st Brigade of 

Artillery. 
Half a naval battery.' 

The 2nd Mobile Battery (7 9-pounders), and 
Major-General Petrusevitoh's cavalry detachment. 

During the march of the detachment to the intrenchment of 
Tanghi-Kala, the Tekk6s issued from the fortress, with the 
intention of attacking, but were driven off after a little 
firing. 

^ Firing between the enemy posted on the ramparts and 
skirmishers sent out from the camp went on all day. The 
artillery took part in the firing with occasional shots. 

It was decided to open the 1st parallel at dawn on the 
'^j^^^^ opposite the south-eastern angle of the fortress at a 
distance of 300 sag^nes (700 yards) from the walls of the for- 
tress. The command on the right flank of the siege works was 
given to Colonel Kuropatkin, and on the left flank to Colonel 
Kozelkoff. 

For the execution of siege works on the ^^^j^^'' the under- 
mentioned troops were placed at the disposal of Colonel 
Rutkovsky, Commanding Engineer of the detachment, viz. : — 

The 1st BattaUon of the 83rd Samur Infantry Regiment. 

The 3rd Battalion of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regi- 
ment. 

2 companies of the 3rd BattaHon of the 81st Apsheron 
Infantry Regiment. 

2 comp&;nies of the 4th Battalion of the 82nd Daghestan 
Infantry Regiment, 

Total 12 companies, or 1,250 workmen. 

In order to divert the attention of the enemy from our works 
at the time of the opening of the 1st parallel, it was decided to 
make a demonstration in force from the side of the Right-flank- 
Kala towards Petrusevitch Garden, and operate against the most 
sensitive point of the enemy, i.e,^ his line of retreat. The troops 
detailed for this duty were as follows : — 

1 wing of the Tver Regiment of Dragoons. 



• Sotnik = Lieutenant of a tsotnia. — Ta. 
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1 sotnia of the Taman Regiment 

1 sotnia of the Poltava Regiment. 

1 sotnia of the Labinsky Regiment. 

1 division of a battery of mountain horse artillery. 

Total, 5 squadrons and 2 guns. 

This detachment was under the command of Major-General 
Petrusevitch. 

It left the camp at 4 A.M. At 5 A.M. it assembled at the 
Right-flank-Kala, where a halt was^ade. 

At 6 A.M. the detachment marched in the direction of 
Petrusevitch Garden, and the tumulus adjoining it. This 
timiulus was divided by a wall into two parts ; there was a 
strong gate in the second or inner wall. The ground in the 
neighbourhood of the tumulus was very much intersected. A 
stream with steep banks runs along its eastern wall. A bridge 
had been thrown across the stream opposite the gate of the 
outer walL The fort was surrounded oy earthen walls and 
gardens. Within the fort, near the first or outer gates, there was 
a small structure. This place, separated from the second or 
inner walls, forms a kind of r^duit of the fort and outer earthen 
walla 

At 6 A.M. the cavalry advanced, at first from the Right-flank- 
Kala in a northerly direction to a place surrounded by rampai^ts, 
and left there at a ruined Kala, half of the 2nd Sotnia of the 
Poltava Regiment. This half sotnia sent out a chain further to 
the north; the rest of the cavalry moved straight on the 
Kala with the gardens, sending the other half of the 2nd Sotnia 
of the Poltava Regiment to turn it. Wing-Adjutant Lieutenant- 
Colonel Prince Galitzin, the commander of the wing of the 
Poltava Regiment, was with this detachment. 

In first line of the cavalry moving direct on the Kala was the 
1st Sotnia of the Taman Cavalry Regiment ; it was followed by 
the two squadrons of dragoons with the division of mountain 
horse artillery; and the 5th Sotnia of the Labinsky Cavalry 
Regiment was in reserve. In front of the leading sotnia, at a short 
distance fi*om it, on accotmt of the fog, there was a chain of scouts. 

When the column of cavahy had reached the stronghold, 
Major-General Petrusevitch dismounted, and, placing himself at 
the head of the 1st sotnia, rushed into the gateway. A heavy 
volley was fired by the Tekk^s, who had constructed an ambus- 
cade, at the troops as they forced their way into the courtyard. 
Major-General Petrusevitch fell, severely wounded, together 
witn many Cossacks of the 1st Sotnia of the Taman Regiment. 
In the same line with him Essaul* IvanoflF, commander of the 
1st sotnia, was killed. 

Immediately after this volley the enemy opened a heavy 
fire from the fortress and adjoining gardens, and then rushed 
forward to the encounter. 



• A Captain of Cossacks. — ^Tb. 
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Major Bulighin, the commander of the Ist Squadron of the 
15th Tver Regiment of Dragoons, had not time to give the word 
of command to his squadron to dusmount, before he was struck 
' by two bullets. The dragoons dismounted, and with their 
oJBBcers at their head, rushed with fixed bayonets to the assist- 
ance of the Taman troops ; the dismounted parties of the Poltava 
Regiment imder Wing-Adjuiant Prince Golitzin, and of the 5th 
Sotnia of the Labinsky Regiment under the command of 
Sotnik* Aleneekoff moved, to the same place. The last-men- 
tioned Sotnik was soon severely wounded. The division of 
mountain artillery took up a position, and fired with shrapnel at 
the enemy in the gardens, and at those who were issuing from 
the fortress to the €wsistance of their countrymen. A hand-to- 
hand fight commenced, both within the fort where, after the 
death of Major-General Petrusevitch, Colonel Prince Eristoff, 
commander of the Poltava Cavalry Regiment, unhesitatingly 
and bravely took command, as well as in the adjoining gardens. 
The Tekkes on recognising Major-General Petrusevitch as the 
ofKcer in command, rushed at him immediately after he had 
been struck, and passed his body from hand to hand. Colonel 
Artseshevsky took command of the cavalry detachment, and 
sent to Major Bolgayevsky, commandant of the Right-flank- 
Kala, an order to supply some ammunition, as that of the 
dragoons and Cossacks was nearly exhausted, and to come with 
the infantry to reinforce the cavalry. Before the receipt of this 
order Major Bo^ayeffsky had already come into action with 
1^ companies of mfantry, and occupied, after fighting, the south- 
western portion of Petrusevitch Garden. The retreat of our 
cavalry, which had fulfilled its appointed task, took place under 
cover of the infantry. The enemy was at this time driven out 
of the gardens and fort, but maintained himself within the 
inner wall, into which, on account of the massive doors, and 
the absence of appliances for bursting them open, it was impos- 
sible to penetrate. 

During this engagement, a mass of Tekkes issued from the 
fortress with the intention of turning the right flank of the 
assailants. The half sotnia of the Poltava Regiment advanced 
against them. On the arrival of Major Bogayevsky with the 
rifle company of the 13€h Line Battalion and half a company of 
the Shirvan Regiment, the cavalry collected all their killed and 
wounded, and moved off towards the Right-flank-Kala. 

On the way they met further reinforcements, brought to the 
battle-field by Colonel Kuropatkin, and consisting of one com- 
pany of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regiment, and an Ural 
sotnia of the Turkestan detachment. This detachment was 
quickly joined by half of the 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade of 
Artillery, which had come from the camp on hearing the alarm. 

At 8 AJ4. this detachment, having let pass the cavalry, re- 
tired to the Right-flank-Kala, 

• Lieutenant of Cossaoks. — ^Tb. 
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Whilst this demonstration was taking place on the right 
flank, the siege works against the fortress were commenced 
both on the right and left flanks of the attack. By the evening 
of this day, on the right flank, enfilade Battery No. 1 had been 
constructed, and 2 redoubts (Nos. 1 and 2), and also part of the 
1st parallel at a distance of 300 sagfenes (700 yards) from the 
walls of the f oitrc^ .* On the left flank, part of the 1st parallel 
was open jEattd-ifeydbhstr a ct i op of a redoubt (No. 3), and of the 
enfilade lialJefJ^INo, 2 was commenced. On that day enfilade 
Battery NJi. 1 was armed with 4 bronze 4-pounders. 

In the^ evening thex'e was a funeral service for those killed in 
the action of the morning, and at the moment of repeating 
" eternal iemembrance to the dead/'t the whole of the artillery 
fired a vcmjey at the fortress. At the same moment the Imperial 
standard, jwhich is now floating over the reduit of the fortress 
of Denghil-T^pi, was hoisted on the principal redoubt. 

At ni^t the undermentioned troops were told off for work 
in the trenches, viz. : — 

To Colonel Kuropatkin : 

2 companies o^,jflie 4th Battalion of the 81st Apsheron 
ntry Regunent, ^ 

aniesjof the 4tk Battalion of the 82nd Daghestan 

nt, an5d 
,1st Battalion of the 83rd Samur Infantry 

m tb the companies of his column. 

To Colon41 Eozekoff^ : , 

The 3m Baftauofr of the 74th Stavropol Infantry Regiment, 




The 3 




The ld<;alJ>attalion. 



of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regiment; 



On th( ,|; ds^y the losses of the detachment were very heavy, 
viz.: — 1 { jenerai officer killed (Major-Geiieral Petrusevitch), 1 
staff offic< ^^jfi^aipsf JSicilighin), and 1 regiinental officer (Essaul 

TvanoffV f*Ljaifi iosa was Rfivftrftlv fftlt. bp.rJfi.iiSA in thft nftrRon of 



Ivanoff ). [T?Iii^,lbfi^ was severely felt, because in the person of 
Major-Ge: ijerj^^jF&ta^evitch the detachment Was deprived of the 
services or 'n4^ eixttcfmely energetic g,nd brave assistant. In the 
persons o^M^ajor Bulighin and Essaul Ivanoff the dragoons and 
Taman C]|8sa^l^.yei:^ deprived of their best squadron com- 
manders. ll9 non-Acfitemissioned officers and privates were killed. 
Wounded^ 1 regimej^tal officer (Sotnit AlAneekoff), and 49 
non-comn lesietoL^d. officers and men. 12 horses killed, and 16 
wounded. 1 1 

Many fc rmo woiro tak en, and amongthcnr*a few of our Berdan 
rifles. 

The ammunition expended was as follows, viz., per infantry 



• Firfe Plan No. 3. 
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rifle, 5 rounds ; per cavalry carbine, 16'3 rounds. The artillwy 
expended 4*3 rounds per gun. 

The losses of the enemy must have been exceedingly severe ; 
in the garden where Major-General Petrusevitch was HQed, 300 
bodies were counted by Wing-Adjutant Prince GoKtzin. 

I consider it my duty to make a report to your Imperial 
Highness of the valour displayed in this very difficult action by 
Colonel Prince Eristoff and Wing-Adjutant Prince Golitzin, who 
fought the whole time in the front rank, and by their example 
animated both the dragoons and the Cossacks. 

Firing against the enemy continued aU day from the lodg- 
ments in front of the 1st parallel. At night the enemy dis- 
turbed the camp no longer, because outposts and S6kr6tys* 
were posted in front of the 1st parallel. 

During the night from the ^ to the -t*^ ^^-, the 1st parallel 
was lengthened and widened, approaches were made to it, and 
the batteries and redoubts were finished. Kedoubt No. 2 was 
armed with 2 mountain guns, and Battery No. 2 with 4 bronze 
4-pounders. 

The enemy completely disappeared from the walls, and fired 
but rarely at our troops in the trenches, and at our batteries. 
His fire was directed especially at Battery No. 1. 

In Kedoubt No. 1, on the right flank, a heliograph station 
was established, which commimicated with the stations in the 
Right-flank-Kala, and in the intrenchment of l!anghi-Kala. 

Our total loss on the ^f^ j^^^^ was only 1 non-commissioned 
officer or private wounded. 

The ammunition expended was 0*7 round per infantry rifle. 

At midnight on the -^^^, a voUey was fired from aU 
the guns at the fortress of Denghil-T6p6 ; and afterwards all 
the bands of music played the national hymn. 

In the morning of the ^^ j^i^^^ ^ trsim of camels was sent 
to Samur, escorted by 

2 squadrons of dragoons. 
The 2nd Poltava Sotnia, 
The 5th Labinsky Sotnia, and 
2 mountain horse artillery guns. 

The rest of the cavalry, i.e., the 1st Taman sotnia, and the 
Orenburg and Ural Turkestan detachment, with a rocket section, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gulyaeff, chief of the 
Turkestan cavalry wing, were ordered to make a foraging expe- 
dition along the moimtains to the Kishlaks on the road to 
Askhabad. 

At 1 P.M., Lieutenant-Colonel Gulyaeff reported that masses 
of Tekk6s were assembling against the foraging party. In 



* A Sakr% is a group posted at night in front of the ordinary line of outposts. 
— Tr. 
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consequence of this, Colonel Europatkin went to his assistance 
with the 1st Company of the 13th Ttirkestan Line Battalion. 

With the same object the 11th and 12th Companies of the 
3rd Battalion of the Slst Apdieron Infantry Regiment, and half of 
the 4th Battery of the 20tn Brigade of Artillery, moved out from' 
the intrenchment of Yanghi-Kala, 

This detachment having proceeded about a verst (f mile), 
was halted, and then returned to the camp, as the foraging party 
were no longer pressed by the enemy. 

The firing on the ^^ ^^^"^ was very insignificant, both on 

our part and that of the enemy, who only fired stray shots 
occasionally. 

This day the detachment suffered no loss ; but 3 Persians 
who were employed with the detachment as interpreters were 
killed on the foraging expedition. They went some distance 
from the foraging party of their own accord, and were surprised 
by the Tekkes. The ammunition expended was as follows, 
VIZ., per infantry rifle, 1^ rounds; per cavalry carbine, 05 ; and 
per gun of the artillery, 1*5 rounds. 

To continue the work in the trenches, the infantry of the 
combatant detachment was distributed between Colonel Kuro- 
patkin, on the right flank of the attack, and Colonel Kozelkoff 
on the left, in the following manner, viz. : — 

To Colonel Kuropatkin : 

The Infantry of the Turkestan Detachment. 
Sub-Lieutenant Voropanoff 's detachment of volunteers. 
The 4th Battalion of the 81st Apsheron Infantry Regiment, 

and 
The 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 84th Shirvan Infantry 

Regiment. 
Total, 15 companies and 1 detachment. 

To Colonel Kozelkoff: 

The 3rd Battalion of the 74th Stavropol Infantry Regiment. 
The Trans-Caspian Local Battalion. 

The 3rd Battalion of the Slst Apsheron Infantry Regiment. 
The Ist, 13th, \ind 14th Companies of the 82nd Daghestan 

Infantry Regiment, and 
A detachment of volunteers under Essaul Tserendjaloff. 
Total, 15 companies and 1 detachment. 

There remained at the disposal of the commandant, for the 
defence of the camp : — 

The 15th and 16th Companies of the 82nd Daghestan In- 
fantry Regiment, and 

The 1st Battalion, and 1st Company of the 3rd Battalion, of 
the 83rd Samur Infantry Regiment. 

Total, 7 companies. 

One company of the 3rd Battalion of the 83rd Samur In- 
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ftotry Regiment was detached to occupy the Support-KaJa, and 
another to occupy the Right-flank-Kala. 

• Henceforwara the commanders of the flanks of the trenches 
made independent arrangements for the troops placed at their 
disposal, and themselves detailed the working parties and the 
guard of the trenches. 

From this distribution it is evident how severe were the 
duties of all the troops of the detachment during the siege. 
The troops even when relieved from work to rest in the camp, 
were unable to take full advantage of it, as they were obliged 
to furnish escorts for foraging columns and transport trains 
going to Samur. They had to be in complete reamness to go 
at night to the assistance of the troops in the trenches. 

At 10 A.M. on this day two voUeys were fired by all the gims 
of the intrenchment at tne interior of the fortress. 

On the morning of the ^^S jIZ^' > Colonel Artsishevsky, com- 
mandei: of the Taman Cavalry Regiment, went out on a foraging 
expedition along the mountains by the Askhabad road, with a 
detachment composed as follows, viz. : — 

A mixed battalion consisting of 2 companies of the 4th 
Battalion of the 82nd Daghestan Infantry Regiment, the 
1st Company of the 1st Battalion of the 83rd Samur 
Infantry Regiment, and the Ist Company of the 3rd 
Battalion of the same regiment. 

4 guns of the 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of Artillery, 
and 

2 sotnias of the Taman Cavalry Regiment. 

At 1.30 P.M. the cavalry detachment which had gone to 
Samur on th^ previous evening returned to Yanghi-Kala. 

During the night, the Ist parallel was completed, and part 
of the approaches to the 2nd parallel were made. 

Our losses on the ?^^^^- were as foUows, viz. :— 1 non- 
commissioned officer or private killed, 1 staff officer (Liisutenant- 
Captain Zuboff*), and 1 non-commissioned officer or private 
wounded. The ammimition expended was : — Per infantry rifle, 
^ round ; per cavalry carbine, ^ round ; and per gun, I4- round. 

On the morning of the ^3^ ^^^^ a transport train was sent 
into Samur escorted by 

The 3rd Company of the 1st Battalion of the 83rd Samur 

Regiment. 
The 1st Sotnia of the Taman Regiment, and 
1 mountain gun. 

Towards evening, the foraging party, which had gone out 
on the "Z^^^' y returned to Yanghi-Kala. 

The foraging expeditions of the ^^^^^^, gave fairly 



* Has since died in the camp near Gook-T6pd. 
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good results. Millet, wheat, and Camasol* were obtained. A 
fourth part of what had been taken was handed over to the 
conunissariat store in the intrenchment of Yanghi-Kala. 

During the night from the yjlZJrr > "^ ^^^ "&^* 
flank of the siege works, an approach from Redoubt No. 2 to the 
2nd parallel was made, Battery No. 3 was built and armed with 
5 9-pounders for action against the Grand Duke's Kala. On the 
left flank, an approach to the 2nd parallel was constinicted, and 
Battery No. 4 for 2 mitrailleurs. A part of the 2nd parallel from 
the Grand Duke stream to Battery No. 4 was built. During the 

day of the ^§^^^^^, the above mentioned works were com- 
pleted. Our loss on the ^•^^^^^'^ was 1 non-commissioned 
officer or private killed. The ammunition expended was : — Per 
infantry rme, ^ round ; per cavalry carbine, \ round; per gun 
1'5 round. 

The night from the "rtot^JX"'^ P^ ^ ^^^^^l^ ' ^^^ 
enemy did not interrupt me siege works. During the night the 
2nd parallel was opened,t the approaches to it were completed, 
a mortar battery for three mortars was made in the parallel 
itself, the mountain guns in Redoubt No. 1 were replaced by two 
9-pounders, and the former were moimted in Battery No. 6, 
benind the 1st parallel. In the approach to the 2nd parallel a 
dressing station was established. On the left flank of the works 
an approach was made from the 1st parallel to the camp. 

On the ^^ ^ j^^^^ the whole day passed quietly, with the 
exception of the usual unimportant skirmishing between the 
outer trenches and the Tekk6s. After dark, when the reUefs 
for night work had taken place, and a part of the working 
parties, together with the sappers, had gone forward to trace the 
new works — Le.^ the approaches to the Grand Duke Kala, the 
whole garrison of the fortress made a sudden and impetuous 
attack with side-arms on our advanced trenches and rear in- 
trenchments. This very violent attack was directed on those 
parts of the 2nd parallel where our Battery No. 6 and Redoubt 
No. 2 were situated. 

The hostile attack was directed principally on the right 
flank of the siege works and round it. The onslaught was so 
violent, that the enemy forced his way across our 2nd parallel. 
Parts of the trenches were there occupied by the 4th Battalion 
of the 81st Apsheron Infantry Regiment, by 2 mountain guns of 
the 6th Batteiy of 21st Brigade of Artillery, and by 3 mortars 
of the 1st Battery of the 2l8t Brigade of Artillery. 

With great grief, I have to report to your Imperial Highness 
that in this unexpected and determined attack, the colours of the 
4th BattaUon of the 81st Apsheron Regiment were taken. 

Defending their colours, around it lay Lieutenant-Colonel 



• Word not in the dictionary. Probably grain of some kind. — Tb. 
t Vide Plan No. 3. 
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MagaloflF, coininander of the battalion, Sub-Lieutenant Tcheer-i 
kareff, commanding the 14th Company, and Sub-Lieutenant 
Gott^, a subaltern officer. Tha standard-bearer * was killed, 
and also his assistant, and nearly the whole .&£- ^&t&"i4A"G^&m^ 
pany, defending their sacred trust to the. last drop, of ftreir 
blood. •■ 

With no less grief have I to report, tliat one mountain guji 
and two boxes of ammunition were taken from the mountain 
battery by the enemy at the same time. 

In the defence of Redoubt No. 2, and of the mortar battery, 
Lieutenant 'Colonel Mamatseff, commander of the 4th Battery of 
the 20th Brigade of Artillery, was killed, and Staflf-Captain 
Progulbeetsky was wounded. Half of the gun and mortar 
detachments were killed or wounded. The enemy endeavoured 
to carry away a mortar, but it was retaken. 

Of the working parties and sappers who were in front of the 
second parallel, only a very small portion succeeding in retiring 
to the parallel. The remainer were aU killed, and among them 
was Sub-Lieutenant Sandetsky of the 2nd Sapper Battalion of 
the Caucasus. 

The attack of the enemy att^pting to turn ouf, right flank 
and rear, was beaten off by th^'.steadinesiii of the eompknies? dis- 
tributed in those positions, viz. : — By t}ie 1st aaid Kifla Coip- 
panies of the 13th Turkestan Lijie Battalion, and by the 3?d 
Battahon of the Shirvan Regiment, which had nioved up 'froxa 
the reserve, and which defended our rear manftilly. lii not 
more than 10 minutes the attack of the enemy was repulsed at 
all points by the impetuous advance of our reserve infantry .f 

At the same time as the attack on the right flank of the 
siege works, some masses of the en^ny made several attempts 
against the point dCappui of our right flank — the Right-flank- 
Kala, but each time when they had got within 200 paces, could 
not make up their mind to advance further. At the fourth 
attempt, however, when they . had come within 80 paoes, the 
garrison opened fire on them with grape and from a mitrailleur, 
upon whicn the enemy retreated hastily.- 

AU the artillery, both that in th^' trenches and in the? camp, 
assisted greatly in the repnlfie - of the enemy, keeping up a 
heavy and effective, fire of shrapnel over the heads of ^'h^r own 
troops. 

The enemy fled in disorder^ leaving b^ lai'ge number of 
corpses in front of our larencheSi v'- Immediately after the attack, 
orders were given to make a fresh disposition of the working 
parties, and to complete the tasks set for the night. This,- how- 
ever, called forth a .fresh attack by - the enemy, which was 
repulsed, though not without loss, and the working parties were 
posted for a third time. During this night they worked at 
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the approaches to the Grand Duke position, and the third 
paralTel. 

During the night the enemy distributed our troops only by 
occasional shots. 

Our losses on this date were as follows, viz.: — Killed: 2 
staff officers (Lieutenant-Colonel Mamatseff and Prince Maga* 
loff), 3* regimental officers (Sub-Lieutenants Sandetsky, 
Tchickareff^ and Gotte), and 91 non-commissioned officers and 
privates. Wounded : 1 regimental officer (Staff-Captain 
Progulbitsky), and 30 non-commissioned officers and privates. 
The ammunition expended was : — 14^ rounds per infantry riiBe, 
half a roimd per cavalry carbine, and 11 rounds per gun. 

The enemy must have suffered heavy losses ; on our right 
flank alone we buried 100 bodies. The enemy succeeded in 
removing the rest of their killed and wounded. They were 
busy collecting them in front of our trenches during the whole 
night. 

0^ *^® ^^1^^ *^® ^^^P ^^ ^^^ droops was moved 
250 sagfenes (533 .yards) forward, so as to bi-ing the troops 
nearer to the siege Works, and thus connect the troops in camp 
with the troops in the trenches. The spirit of enterprise of the 

enemy during the attack of the ^'^hj^^' ^^ ^^^de fully 
evident the inconvenience of the former position of the camp. 
Taking into consideration the fact that the attack of the 

enemy on the evening of the ^"hjl^^r^ > ^^^ ^^® capture of the 
colours and gun had necessarily raised his spirits, and also, with 
the object of preventing the troops of the detachment from think- 
ing that the initiative of action had passed into the enemy's hands, 
and of not giving him reason to think that his attack had produced 
an impression. Colonel Kmropatkin was ordered by me to take 
by assault, on the '?^h^^^^' , the group of Kalas called the 
Grand Duke Kalas, situated not more than 50 sagenes (116 yards) 
in front of the ditch of the fortress. Before the assault, a heavy 
artillery fire was to be opened, so as to make a breach in the 
walls of the Kalas, and in the eastern face of the fortress. 

In the orders f issued for this occasion, in addition to the 
whole of Colonel Kuropatkin's own column, half a company of 
sappers and a detachment of sailors, with dynamite and gun- 
cotton cartridges, were placed at his disposal. 

To support Colonel Kuropatkin's coliunn a reserve, com- 
posed as K)llows, was posted near the Olga-Kala, viz. :— 

9 companies. 

3 squadrons and sotnias, and 
20 guns. 

The 4th Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery was ordered 



* In addition to tbe above, Surgeon Troitsky of the 4th Battalion of the Ap- 
sheron Regiment "was kiUed. 
t Vide Appendix No. 4. 
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to take up a position on the right flank of the camp, and re^ 
inforce the enfilade fire against the eastern face. 

The initiative was left to Colonel Kuropatkin. 
Agreeably to these orders, about 2 P.M. all the siege bat- 
teries, and afeo the batteries of the reserve, near the Olga-Kala, 
which had taken up a position parallel to the eastern face of 
the fortress, with their left flajik towards the Olga-Kala, com- 
menced the bombardment.* 

At 3 o'clock Colonel Kuropatkin's storming column issued 
from the trenches, and advanced to the assault of the Grand 
Duke position, with bands playing, drums beatinsj, and coIoiub 
flying. The masses of the enemy opened a well-aimed fire, 
both from the walls and the Kalas which were being attacked. 

About 5 o'clock in the evening the position, consisting of 
3 Kalas, and situated only 50 sagfenes (116 yards) from the 
rampart of the fortress, was taken. In the capture of this 
position the artillery fire was of great assistance, as it prevented 
the enemy from issuing from the fortress to attack our troops. 

The enemy, driven from the position, poured a heavy fire 
on to our troops, and the captured position was put into a 
state of defence under a galling fire. The works of defence 
which were executed were, the adaptation of the walls of the 
Kalas to defence by piercing loop-holes in them, and by con- 
necting them by means of trenches, and the construction of 
trenches in front of them. 

At nightfall Colonel Kozelkoff was ordered to connect his 
works with the Grand Duke position, by means of an approach. 

Our losses were on this day as follows, viz. : — Killed : one 
regimental officer (Lieutenant Nely^poff, of the 15th Reserve 
BattaKon, attached to the 1st Battalion of the 84th Shirvan 
Infantry Regiment), and 16 non-commissioned officers and 
privates. Woimded : 2 staff officers (Wing-Adjutant Lieutenant 
Colonel Prince GoKtzin and Lieutenant-Colonel Vild6), 5 Teg- 
mental officers (Staff-Captain Bartosh, Lieutenant Grannikoff,t 
Sub-Lieutenant Voinoff, Ensign Vagaboff, and Khorundjif 
Assier), and 46 non-commissioned officers and privates. The 
ammunition expended was : — Per infantry rifle, 13 rounds, per 
cavalry carbine, 3^ rounds, and per gun, 15^ rounds. 

Dining the night an approach was made from Colonel 
Kozelkoffs works to the Grrand Duke Kalas, and a demi- 
parallel was constructed, in the return of which 3 half-poud 
mortars§ were mounted, and, at the same time, work at the 
other approach from the works of the right flank was con- 
tinued. 

In the evening of the^^^^^ information was received from 
the post of observation, constructed on the tower of the Volim- 

* Firfc Plan No. 5. 

t Hae since died of his wounds. 

j Cornet of Cossacks. — Tb. 

§ Mortars throwing a shell weighing half a poud » 18 lbs. — Ts. 
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teer's Kala, that the Tekk^s intended to make an attack during* 
the night, and were assembling in the ditches of the fortress. In 
consequence of this, orders were given to increase the measures 
of precaution, and for the cavalry reserve imder the command of 
Colonel Prince EristofT, consisting of 2 squadrons of dragoons, 
and of the 2nd Poltava Sotnia, with two guns of the 4th Battery 
of the 20th Brigade of Artillery, to take post near the right 
flank, Redoubt No. 1,* for the protection of that flank, and to 
support the Right-flank- Kala, as noise from the side of the enemy 
began to cause anxiety for the right flank or the siege works. 

It was already about 11.20 P.M. when occasional shots were 
heard on the left flank of the position of the troops, and subse- 
quently volley firing. At the same time the shirill war-cry of 
large masses of Tekkes became audible. The enemy made an 
attack on the left flank of the siege-works, turned the left flank 
of our position, and appeared in the rear and on the left flank 
ot the camp, whence volley firing was quickly opened. 

The attack on the camp was repulsed, thanks to the energy 
and dispositions of the commander of the 3rd BattaHon of the 
81st Apsheron Infantry Regiment,t who, by volleys at short 
ranges fcom the battaUon entrusted to him, beat off" the im- 
petuous attack of the enemy .J 

The artillery of the siege batteries, and also that in the 
camp, opened fire on the interior of the fortress, and against 
the attacking Tekkes. This did not take place without firing 
among our own men, and the confusion usually inevitable in 
a hot fight. 

At the first shots, the 1st Samur and the 16th Daghestan 
companies came from the camp to the 1st parallel, and were 
immediately directed towards the left Redoubt No. 3, where a 
stubborn fight was raging. The 12th Company of the Stavro- 
pol Regiment, a division of the 4th Battery of the 19th Brigade 
of Artillery, and half a sotnia of the Taman Regiment, also 
hastened in that direction. 

On the approach of these troops the enemy began to retreat 
to the fortress. The main direction of the attack was on the 
left flank Redoubt No. 3, where the 3rd Company of the Trans- 
Caspian Local BattaUon was then posted, together with 2 
mountain guns of .the 6th Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artil- 
lery. The 2nd Company of the Local Battalion occupied 
Battery No. 2 (4 4-pounders), and the adjacent lodgments. 

The 3rd Company withstood the onslaught of the enemy for 
a considerable time, but retreated after the death of Lieutenant 
Yanovsky, commander of the company, and after a large pro- 
portion of the company and detachments serving the mountain 
guns had been kiUed. 

* The let and 4th Companies of the Trans-Caspian Local Battalion were there to 
protect Battery No. 1. 

f Lieutenant-Colonel Popoff. 

J Vide Plan No. 6. Sortie of the enemy on the nth January' 
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The 2nd Company of the Trana-Casplan Local Battalion did 
not do its duty. It did not go to the assistance of its 3rd Com- 
pany in the redoubt, which can only fee ascribed to the want of 
active experience of its company commander, Staff-Captain 
Zephert. This has been made clear by the enquiry. The reserve, 
having come up in time, retook the redoubt and one mountain 
gun ; the enemy t»ucceeded in carrying off the other, notwith- 
standing that the retreating Tekk^s were pursued right up to 
the walls. 

This occurrence is to be specially deplored, because the 
enemy was brilhantly repulsed with great loss at all the other 
points of attack. 

After the repulse of the enemy, all the artillery commenced 
a bombardment of the interior of the fortress, which continued till 
dawn. This made the enemy rush a second time from the 
fortress against our trenches. This attack was repulsed at all 
points. 

On the right flank of the works the approach from the 2nd 
parallel to the Grand Duke Kala was completed during the 
night. Colonel Kuropatkin's position was completed as regards 
works of fortification, and a rocket trough was placed on the 
tower of the Volunteer's Kala. On the left flank of the works 
the demi-parallel was finished, and connected along the Grand 
Duke stream with the second parallel. • Thus, notwithstanding 
the attack of the enemy, the work laid out for the night was all 
executed. 

During the repulse of the second attack the enemy opened a 
heavy fire on the Grand Duke position, and kept it up for about 
half an hour, after which the firing commenced to diminish. 

During the night a report that the enemy were apparently 
preparing to depart was received from Colonel Kuropatkin ; 
the barkmg of the dogs, and the bellowing of the pack camels 
were growing distant. In consequence of this. Colonel Kuro- 
patkin proposed, if he received permission, to assemble a 
detachment of 4 companies and 2 guns, and pursue the 
enemy. 

Taking into account the fact that similar reports were 
received, at one time every day, and that they were not 
reaUsed, this movement was put off, but Colonel Prince Eris- 
toff was ordered to make a foraging expedition on the following 
day, and to examine into the above-mentioned rumour. 

The rest of the night passed pretty quietly. 

Our losses that day were as follows : — Killed, 1 regimental 
officer (Lieutenant Yanovskj'-), and 52 non-commissioned officers 
and privates. Wounded, 2 regimental officers (Essaul Nud- 
jevsky of the Siberian Cossack troops, and Staff-Captain 
Kharkevitch of the 84th Regiment), and 96 non-commissioned 
officers and privates. 

The ammunition expended was : — Per infantry rifle, 16 
rounds ; per cavalry carbine, | round ; and per gun, 13 rounds. 
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At daybreak on the morning of the ^^^^, the camp was 
moved close up to the Ist parallel, and in general was consider- 
ably contracted.* This measure was adopted in consequence 
of the necessity of placing the camp still nearer to the siege 
Works, on the one hand, so that in case of an attack by the 
enemy, which was always sudden, the reserves would be imme- 
diately available, and on the other hand so that separate attacks 
fihoula not be made on the camp and siege works, in the event 
of which the action of the reserves stationed in the camp might 
be paralysed^ The front of the camp and its flanks were thus 
covered by the siege works, but the camp it^self was within easy 
rifle range of the walls of the fortress. 

The troops wfere busy all day changing the camp, and 
working in the trenches. 

Up to the 'n^^^^f hi the project of the siege works it had 
been proposed to cross from the left flank of the siege works to 
the left bank of the Grand Duke stream, to take the horse shoe 
and redoubt, and extend to the left as far as the Mill-Kala^ 
which was to form the pcdnt dappui of the left flank. 

The enemy taking advantage of the horse shoe, the redoubt, 
the Mill-Kala, and the retrenchments situated on the sandy hil- 
locks to the north of it, formed a large place of arms there, 
where his masses assei^bled for sorties, and whence he had made 

the attack of the 22K^. 

To clear up the necessity for so great an extension of the 
siege works to the left, a reconnaissance of the grotmd was made 
by me together with the Chief of the Staff, and the chiefs of the 

artillery and engineers on the afternoon of the ^^^^* For 
the discussions which might arise here, the Chief of the Staff 
presented the following considerations, viz. : — 

1. The fight of tlie ^S,S-^ proved clearly that the extent 
of the siege works was too great for the strength of the detach- 
ment. 

2. The garrison of the Mill-Kala would be completelv 
isolated, and communication with it would only be occasional, 
particularly at night. The connection of the works of the left 
flank with the Mill-Kala would lengthen our trenches by 400 
sagenes (933 vards). 

3. After the occupation of the Mill-Kala, the flank of the 
siege works would stiU be enveloped by the enemy's northern 
retrenchment. 

4. It would be necessary to take the Mill-Kala by storm^ 
which would add greatly to the number of our losses. 

Taking this into consideration, it was decided : — 

(1.) To have the Grand Duke stream as a boimdary on the 



• Viie Plan Ko. 7. Plan of the camp from the ^ jj,^ A^^r^^i^i "* ^ *^® aj*^ 
January, 1881. 
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left flank, and to strengthen that flank by a trench along the 
light bank of the stream. 

(2.)^ To strengthen the profile of Redoubt No. 3 (Stavropol), 
and to increase its armament. 

(3.) To push forward to siege works, exclusively from the 
Grand Duke position, to the ditch, and walls of the fortress. 

Orders were ^ven to post one sotnia at the Olga-Kala, and 
another at the support intrenohment during the night from the 

<Oth t o the Slat Decembe r 
Tlth to the 12th January * 

The sotnia at the Olga-Kala was to keep up continual com- 
munication with the support intrenohment, and the sotnia at the 
latter place was to send strong patrols to the Stavropol Redoubt, 
and keep up communication with it. 

During the night from the *-^^ to the 5^ January, on 
the right flank of the works the troops were busy making 
trenches of communication between the captured Kalas, and in 
widening them; on the left a trench was dug along the Grand 
Duke stream between the 3rd parallel which had been opened 

on the night from the '^IVl'llTZ' ' ^^^ demi-parallel, and 
the 2nd parallel. 

The night passed quietly. The Tekk^s only came out one 

at a time, to collect the bodies of those killed on the ^^^^^^1?^'' ' 
At midnight a volley was fired at the fortress from 6 
mortars. 

Our loss on the ^gau^m^'^ ^^ :— Killed, 1 non-commissioned 
officer or private. Wounded, 1 regimental officer (Engineer 
Captain Yablotchoff*), and 5 non-commissioned officers and 
privates ; 5 horses wounded. 

The ammunition expended was: — 2^ rounds per infantry 
rifle ; 1^ rounds per cavalry carbine, and 7 rounds per*gun. 

On the ^ January, 1881, a transport train escorted by 

3 sotnias and 2 horse artillery mountain gims, was sent from the 
camp near G^ok-T^pi to the Samur intrenohment. 

The chief of the engineers was instructed to prepare as 
many gabions as possible, and for this purpose, to send with 
the foraging columns an officer with a party to cut brushwood, 
which was to be brought back in the transport wagons. At the 
same time, the superintendent of the intendance store was 
ordered to issue no more sand bags to the troops, but to hand 
them over to the engineer store for future intrenching work. 
Orders were given to send all the gabions and sand bags to 
Colonel Kuropatkin at the Grand Duke position. 

Conformably to General Order No. 1 of the ^^^ January, the 

direction of the siege works and also of the troops to hold them 
was assigned in the following manner : — 

Colonel Kuropatkin to have charge of all the siege works of 



* Has since died of his wounds. 
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the centre. This included the Grand Duke position, the trench 
in front of it, and the 2nd parallel, together with the mortar 
battery, as far as Redoubt No, 2. To defend the trenches and 
siege works in this section, the following troops were detailed, 
viz: — 

3 Turkestan conjpanies. 

Sub-Lieutenant Voropanoff's detachment of volunteers, 

The Ist and 3rd Battalions of the 84th Shirvan Infantry 

Regiment, and 
100 dismounted Cossacks of the Turkestan cavalry wing. 
Total, 11 companies, 1 detachment, and 100 dismounted 

Cossacks. 

The command on the right flank, i,e., the right flank Redoubt 
No. 1, and the Olga and Right-flank Kalas, was entrusted to 
Colonel Yessipoflf, and subsequently, in consequence of his ill- 
ness, to Colonel Navrotsky. The 4th Battalion of the 8 Ist 
Apsheron Infantry Regiment was placed at his disposal. 

At night, by an arrangement with the commandant of the 
main camp, Lieutenant-Colonel Haidarofi^, half a sotnia of 
Cossacks were sent to him. 

The command of the siege works on the left flank was 
entrusted, as before, to Colonel KozelkoflF, at whose disposal 
there were placed : — 

The 3rd Battalion of the 74th Stavropol Infantry Regiment, 

and 
The Trans-Caspian Local Battalion. 
Total, 8 companies. 

The sapper and railway companies which had arrived in 
camp on the V2Ui?i^^rr "^^^^ placed at the disposal of the com- 
manding engineer. 

The reserve in the camp consisted of: — 

The 3rd Battalion of tlie 81st Apsheron Regiment. 

The Ist, 2nd, 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th Companies of the 
82nd Daghestan Infantry Regiment. 

The 1st Battalion of the 83rd Samur Infantry Regiment. 

2* companies of the 3rd Battalion of the same regiment. 

Essaul Tserendjalofi*'s detachment of volunteers. 

A mixed regiment of Cossacks (4 sotnias). 

A cavalry reserve (2 squadrons and 1 sotnia). 

The 3rd and 4th Batteries of the 19th Brigade of Artillery. 

The 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade. 

Half a battery of the 21st Brigade, and 1 division of a moun- 
tain horse artillery battery. 

Total, 16 companies, 1 detachment, 7 squadrons and sotnias, 
and 30 guns. 

• Two companies of the 3rd Battalion of the 83rd Samur I)ifanfry Bcglmcnt 
occupied the Support and liight-flank Kalus. 
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This day it was decided to abandon the Kalas in our rear, 
Nos. ], 2 and 3, hitherto held by us, in consequence of their 
great distance from the camp. 

During the day there was some unimportant firing. The 
«nemy fired from a rifled gun at our camp in which casualties 
took place both of killed and wounded. 

In an order issued this day, the commandant of the camp 
was ordered to detail for duty the whole of the cavalry in 
camp, with the exception of 100 dismounted Cossacks. 

The cavalry were detailed as follows : — 

1. One sotnia to the Right-flank-Eala for 24 hours. 

2. Haifa sotnia to Redoubt Na 1, to be at the disposal of 
Colonel Navrotsky. 

3. Half a sotnia to the Stavropol Redoubt, to be at the dis- 
posal of Colonel Kozelkoff. 

The rest of the cavaby left in the camp was to send by day 
strong patrols (each a section with an ofiicer) towards Yanghi- 
Kala, and at night to the Support-Kala, and thence past Kalas 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and the Cavaby-Kala to the Olga and Right- 
flank Kalas. 

During the night the patrols were to be sent out at intervals 
of an hour and a half. 

The state of affairs was so serious, that for the better pro- 
tection of the camp and flanks of the siege works, it was neces- 
sary to violate for the first time the fundamental rule of warfare 
in Central Asia, not to send small cavalry detachments into the 
zone of operations of the enemy, especiaUy at night. 

During the night from the ^ to the ^ January, on the 

right flank of the siege works. Redoubt No. 3 (Stavropol) was 
strengthened, and a trench with two ditches was made from it 
to the ravine in rear. In the centre a sap was commenced from 
the Volunteer's Kala, and all the works in process of construction 
were completed ; a place of arms for two companies was con- 
stinicted behind the Grand Duke Kala, and the trees between 
the Kala and the dam were cut down. 

During the night there was only slight firing. 4 Tekk^s on 
foot attacked with swords a patrol of dragoons going in the 
direction of the Support-Kala. Two of the former were cut 
down on the spot, the other two succeeded in saving themselves 
in flight. 

Our losses on the —^ January were :— 4 non-commissioned 

officers and privates killed, and 12 wounded ; 2 horses killed, 
and 3 wounded. 

The ammunition expended was : — J round per infantry rifle, 
1 J rounds per cavaby carbine, and -^ round per gim.. 

At 7 A.M., on the -^ January a foraging column composed 
as follows, assembled at the Cavalry-Kala, under the command 
of Colonel Prince Eristoff, viz. : — 
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The 3rd battalion of the Slat Apsheron Infantry 

Regiment, 
2 long-range guns, 
1 squadron of dragoons, and 
1 Poltava sotnia. 
Total, 4 companies, 2 squadrons and' sotnias^ and 

2 guns. 

This column went along the Askhabad road to obtain supplies, 
and to cut down brushwood and timber. 

It was strictly ordered to avoid being drawn into an engage- 
ment with the enemy. 

The troops left in camp, and also all non-combatants, 
musicians, and labourers were ordered to intrench the Kibitkas, 
to deepen them, and throw up traverses ; the hospital of the 
Bed Cross Society was surrounded with bales of goods. 

A change was made in Order No. 1, the 4th Battalion of the 
82nd Daghestan Infantry Regiment, and Essaul Tserendjalpffs 
detachment of volunteers being placed at Colonel Kozelkoffs 
disposal, instead of the Trans-Caspian Local Battalion, which was 
added to the reserve. 

On the ^ January mining operations were commenced from 
the Volunteer's Kala. 

Towards evenrug it became evident that large masses of 
cavalry were leaving the fortress in the direction of Samur. At 
the same time the enemy opened a heavy fire on the Grand 
Duke position. 

The troops of the reserve stood to their arms, and some of 
them concentrated close to my post in the second parallel. 

AVithin half an hour all this alarm had ceased, and the 
transport train with the military chest, the post, and the control, 
reached the camp safely from Samur. 

About 10 P.M. shots were heard in rear of the camp, and 
afterwards our volleys. Part of Ihe reserve stood to its arms, 
and went in that direction, but soon returned. It turned out to 
be a false alarm. 

During the night from the y^ to the ^ January, in the 

centre, a new trench of communication was made from the 
Volunteer's Kala to the Grand Duke's Kala. On the left flank 
the profile of the Stavropol redoubt was strengthened, and 
trous de hup were dug in front of it. 

,v Our casualties on the ^ January were: — 10 noil-commis- 

sioned officers and privates wounded, and 2 slightly wounded ; 
5 horses killed and 8 wounded. The ammmution expended 
was : — 940 rounds by the infantry, 2^ rounds per riflel; 443 rounds 
by the cavalry, ^ round per carbine; and 103 rounds by the 
artillery, li rounds per gun. 

On the morning of the j^j, January a foraging column was 
sent out, consisting of: — 
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The Trans-Caspian Local BattaKon, 

2 Botnias, and 

2 long-range guns. 

Total, 4 companies, 2 sotnias, and 2 guns. 

This colu9in, commanded by Colonel Artsishevsky, returned 
to the camp at 5 P.M. 

The mining operations, commenced against the walls of the 
fortress from tibe Volunteer's Kala, were stopped, as the distance 
from the Volunteer's Kala to the ditch after accurate measure- 
ment proved to be 50 sagfenes (116 yards). 

At dark an enclosure with earthen walls in front of the 
Volunteer's Kala, was occupied. Its distance from the walls of 
the fortress was not more than 30 sagfenes (70 yards). On the 
same night the enclosure was connected by a trench of commu- 
nication with the Volimteer's Kala, and was turned into a 
redoubt, called the Shirvan Redoubt. On the left flank the 
trench leading from the Stavropol Redoubt was turned into a 
battery, with embrasures for 16 guns. 

Dimng this night reserve lodgments for two companies were 
dug close to the post of the officer commanding the troops, 
behind the second parallel. The enemy, thanks to the silence 
in which the works were carried out, did not notice them at 
first, but afterwards, having discovered them, poured in a heavy 
rifle fire, which lasted some hours. To reduce this fire orders 
were given to open an enfilade fire from the long-range guns in 
the Stavropol Redoubt, against the wall of the eastern face of 
the fortress. At the same time small bodies of Tekkes tried to 
throw themselves from the gates on to the flank of the works, 
but each time were driven back by the fire of the covering 
parties. During the night, gabions, fascines, and mantlets were 
taken into the Grand Duke Kala, for the future sapping opera- 
tions. 

On the same night the following instructions were sent to 
the commanders of the flb»nks and centre, viz. : — 

" In case of an attack by the enemy, and in anticipation of 
it, detachments are to be posted behind the trenches, and are to 
fire standing, aiming as low as possible, should the enemy esca- 
lade the trench. The best shots and sentries are to line the 
parapet of the trenches. This, it is of course understood, is only 
at night, in view of the absence of hostile fire, especially before 
and after an attack. The troops may sleep, covering themselves 
with their blankets." 

Our losses on this day were as follows : — 2 non-commissioned 
officers and privates killed. Woimded : 1 regimental officer 
(Ensign Abaozieff, orderly officer to the officer commanding the 
troops), and 14 non-commissioned officers and privates. The 
ammunition expended was: — 24,687 rounds by the infantry, 
5 per rifle ; and 203 rounds by the artillery. 

On the morning of the ^ January a column composed as 

c 2 
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follows was sent to Temisham, on a foraging expedition, and to 
cut wood, viz. ; — 

2 companies of the 3rd Battalion of the 81st Apsheron 

Infantry Regiment. 
2 long-range guns, and 
2 sotnias of Turkestan cavalry. 
Total, 2 companies, 2 sotnias, and 2 guns. 

This column started at 7 A.M., under the command of Colonel 
Popoff. At 9 A.M. a train of wagons started for Samur, escorted 
by 3 sotnias of the Combined Cossack Regiment, with 2 moun- 
tain horse artillery guns, under the * command of Colonel 
Artsishevsky. 

Towards evening reports were received from the post of 
observation that the enemy were descending from the walls into 
the ditches for a sortie. This information was immediately com- 
municated to the troops. About 6.30 P.M. individual shots were 
first heard, and afterwards volleys, which were frequently 
repeated, against the left flank of the siege works. The reserve 
was immediately moved thither. The enemy, taking advantage 
of the darkness in the interval betweeu sunset and the rising of 
the moon, made a determined attack oil the left flank of the 
siege works, and the mortar battdry sSuated there. The brunt 
fell on the 3rd Battalion of the Hth Stavropol Infantry Regi- 
ment. The attack of the enemy "was everywhere brilliantly 
repulsed. The enemy abandoned a gain- and fled into the 
fortress, whence he opened a heavy fire oi both the troops in 
the trenches and those standing in the open; The advice given 
to the troops to meet the enemy, stjtnding behind the trenches, 
had been extremely valuable. The Tekkes, with the exception 
of a few desperadoes, who died on the bayonets of the Stavro- 
pol troops, nowhere succeeded in reaching the trenches.* 

After this attack the enemy fled into the fortress, whence he 
opened a heavy fire on the Grand Duke position. At the time 
oi the sortie bodies of the enemy's cavalry kept appearing in the 
rear of the camp, near the Support and Qlga Kalas, whither a 
band of 60 men was approaching. 

To strengthen the garrison at .that pointy Colonel Navrotsky 
led thither in support the 3r4 (<ompany of the 83rd Samur 
Infantry Regiment, with a total of 65 bayonets, and the 14th 
Company of the Apsheron Regitjient. 

Immediately after the repulse of Ijie enemy, information was 



* Trenches in the late struggle with such yery hrare opponents, had not the 
same importance that thej have in warfare with European armies. By day they 
served as a covered road of communication, and the troops could meet the enemy, 
firing and concealed behind f be parapet. At night i/rhen tne enemy crept up withm 
jery doae range without firing, the troopi..behind the parapets of the trenches at the 
time of a determined attack would have to fight un^er very unfavourable conditions 
at the decisive moment, when the enemy was on th^ crest of the trenches. (Vids 

Plan 8.) Plan of the enemy's sorties on-^b^j^jj^fnuary, 18S1. 
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received from the post of observation, that the enemy was 
assembling in large masses for an attack on our right flank ; 
this was immediately communicated to Colonel Navrotsky, and 
the commandant of the camp. This attack did not take place, 
and the rest of the night passed with the usual firing. The 
enemy crept up one at a time, and tried to remove the bodies of 
the dead. 

After the sortie many arms were collected in front of the 
trenches, especially side-arms, consisting of swords, lances, and 
knives. 

During the night from the ^-to the ~^, in the centre of 

the works, two shallow saps were driven from the dam and 
Shirvan Redoubt, and an oval trench was made at their end. 
On the left flank the Stavropol Redoubt was strengthened. 

The losses on the ^ January were : — ^Killed, 1 regimental 
ofiicer (Ensign Khodkeyitch, of the 74th Regiment), and 10 non- 
commissioned officers and privates. Woimded: 3 regimental 
officers (Staff Captain Rostovtseff, of the artillery, and Lieuten- 
ant Runovsky* and Ensign Lopatinsky, of the Stavropol Regi- 
ment), and 54 non-commissioned officers and privates. Slightly 
wounded: 11 non-commissioned officers and privates, 4 horses 
lolled, and 10 woimded. The infantry expended 65,158 rounds 
of ammimition, and the artillery 625 rounds and 42 rockets. 

The commandant of the Right-flank Kala, Captain and Lieu- 
tenant Sheman, reported that a patrol of Djighites, sent to ^the 
Petrusevitch Gardens, had found only small numbers of Tekkes 
there. Their movements in the direction of Askhabad were the 
same as usual; towards the desert they were comparatively 
greater. On this morning the Mollah summoned to prayer for 
the first time for four days. 

At mid-day it was reported from the Right-flank-Kal^that it 
was noticed that more people than usual were going out of the 
fortressthrough the northern gates, with a considerable number 
of camels, half of which carried packs : they were led by men 
on foot. Considerably fewer returned to the fortress. 

A report came from the Support-Kala, that a crowd of the 
enemy were noticed on the western face of Denghil-Tepe, 
apparently for the purpose of throwing up earthworks. 

At mid-day a train with supplies arrived at the camp from 
Samur, escorted by the 9th Company of the 73rd Crimean 
Infantry Regiment, three sotnias of a mixed Cossack regiment, a 
division of a mountain horse artillery battery, and two 4-pounder 
mobile guns. The 9th Company of the Crimean Regiment was 
posted on the right flank of the Ist Battalion of the 84th 
Shirvan Infantry Regiment, with its front towards the 
1st parallel. 

Towards evening frequent reports began to arrive from the 
Volunteer's and Right-flank Kalas, that the enemy was assem- 



* Has since died of his wounds. 
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bling for an attack on the left flank of the siege-works, in cohse- 
qnence of which the troops occupying the trenches in those parts 
were warned, and they were recommended to be specially 
vigiliant in the interval between sunset and the rising of the 
moon. 

To relieve Colonel Kozelkoff on the left flank of the siege- 
works, Colonel Prince Eristoff was appointed commandant of 
the troops of the left wing for this night. From this day for- 
ward it was made the rule to relieve the troops at night, before 
the commencement of complete darkness, so as to give the com- 
manders of companies and troops an opportunity of examining 
the ground by daylight, and of making themselves acquainted 
with the distribution of the neighbouring detachments. 

About 6.30 P.M., during my round of the trenches, on my 
arrival at the threatened left flank of the siege-works, frequent 
shots were heard from the Grand Duke position, which soon 
changed into volleys by whole companies. In their turn the 
troops of the left wing, having observed the enemy creeping 
up, commenced firing volleys at him. The enemy reached 
tne outer lodgments only at the Grand Duke position ; at all 
other points the attack was checked at a long range. The 
whole affair did not last more than 15 minutes. The reserves 
were not brought into action. 

On the right flank of the siege-works there was no attack 
by the enemy. 

' At night, Sotnik Kunakovsky, of the Ural troops, volunteered 
to measure the enemy's ditch, which just before had been 
occupied by large masses of the enemy. This work was 
executed by Sotnik Kunakovsky under a heavy rifle fire from 
the wajls of the fortress. After completing the measurement of the 
ditch, this officer was sent on his return to measure accurately, 
with a tape, the distance from the advanced lodgments in front 
of the Volunteer's Kala to the ditch of the fortress. On the first 
occasion, non-commissioned officer Naum Constantinoff", of the 
13th Turkestan Line Battalion, went as a volunteer with Sotnik 
KunakovsW, and on the second occasion, the Cossack, Saphron 
T^t^koff", of the Ural troops. 

The results of the measurements were as follows : — Distance 
from the advanced trenches to the ditch, 29 sagfenes* 6 vershoks 
(203 feet 10 J inches) ; depth of the ditch, 2 archinesf (4 feet 
8 inches) ; breadth, 7 archines (16 feet 4 inches). The ditch 
was dry. 

On the evening of the same day Lieutenant Airapetoff', com- 
manding the 12th Samur Company, which occupied the Support- 
Kala, went thence to explore the ground in front of the Kala, 
with 40 non-commissioned officers and privates. Lieutenant 
Airapetoff" had gone 800 paces towards the walls of the fortress, 
when he was discovered by the enemy, who opened a heavy 

• 1 sag^ne « 7 feet ; 1 yerahok « 1} inches. — Tb. 
t 1 arehine » 28 incHes.— Tm. 
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fire, which made him retire. Lieutenaoit Airapetoff made a 
sketch of the gromid examined by him. 

During the night, from the ^ to the ^ January, Redoubt 

No, 3 for one company, was constructed on the ground of No. 3 
Battery. The redoubt was occupied by the 3rd Company of the 
Trans-Caspian Local Battalion. In the centre two deep saps were 
driven from the circular trench, and two reserve lodgments were 
dug behind the dam, near the Volunteer's Eala. On the left 
flank the working parties were occupied in strengthening the 
Stavropol Redoubt. The station of the officer commanding the 
troops, and of the chief of the staff, was moved into Redoubt 
No. 3. 

During the night frequent reports were received from the 
Volunteer's Kala, that the enemy was collecting in the ditches 
for an attack on the left flank. The troops on that flank stood to 
their arms the whole time, but the attack by the enemy did not 
take place. Single persons only crept up to remove the bodies 
of their dead, and were occasionally fired at. 

Our losses on the ^ January, were : — ^Four non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates killed. Woimded: 1 regimental 
officer (Sub-Lieutenant Kherkh^nlidz^ of the artillery), and 
17 non-commissioned officers and privates ; 1 non-commissioned 
officer or private slightly wounded; 2 horses killed and 
6 wounded. The ammunition expended was : — By the infantry, 
61,203 roimds; by the cavalry, 400 rounds, and by the artillery, 
175 rounds and 76 rockets. 

On the morning of the ^^^ January, three columns set out 

from the camp, viz.: — 

1. Under the command of Colonel Shkurkin : The Akhal- 
Tekk^ horse transport train, escorted by 1 company, 2 long- 
range guns, 1 squadron of dragoons, and the 2nd Poltava 
Sotnia. 

2. On a foraging expedition along the Askhabad road, under 
the command of Major Khalitch : 2 companies of the Trans-«- 
Caspian Local BattaHon, and a squadron of dragoons. 

3. To the gorge of Djermab for brushwood and reeds, a 
column under the command of Colonel Popoff, composed as 
follows : — The 11th and 12th Companies of the Apsheron Regi«- 
ment, the Orenburg sotnia of the Turkestan detachment, a, 
rocket division, and 2 long-range guns. This column was- fol** 
lowed by all the horses of the 6th Mountain Battery,, arid -aU 
the Cossack pack horses. 

All these columns started at 9 A.M., and went in the direc- 
tions detailed for them. 

During the morning of the ^ January, in the centre of the 
works a mining shaft was sunk in i the lodgment formed by the 
deep sap, and mining operations were commenced.* The 



* Vide PlaD 9. Plan of the ^mxid Duke poftftion. 
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mining gallery was driven with a vaulted roof and without 
lininj?, and advanced at the rate of 4 feet per hour. 

To increase the material required for revetments, and for 
the construction of shelters exposed to close fire, all the spare 
sacks, mats, and spirit barrels were taken from the commissariat 
shed ; and from the artillery store the empty boxes in which 
artillery ammunition had been carried on pack animals, and 
empty cartridge boxes. 

At 4 P.M., the foraging column returned to camp. As regards 
the detachment sent to iJbe gorge of Djermab, on account of the 
badness of the road it only got as far as the northern boundary 
of the Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala by dayUght, where, from the 
difficulty of passing the nimierous canals, and of taking the 
artillery ammunition boxes across them, it halted and waited for 
the rising of the moon, only reaching the camp after it had risen 
at 10 P.M. 

About 6 P.M., a terrible hurricane arose, which caused clouds, 
of dust, and made it impossible to distinguish anything even at 
a very short distance. 

During all this time the troops in the trenches and in the 
camp, expecting a sortie of the garrison, remained under arms, 
and took all measures of precaution. The enemy, however, did 
not make an attack. 

During the whole of this time, the ground on the left flank 
was Ughted by Shpakovsky^s lamp, and by firing rockets. 

During the night from the ^ to the j^ January, the mining 
and sapping operations were continued in the centre. A mortar 
battery for 12 mortars was built in front of the Volunteer's Kala, 
and armed the same night, after which mortar battery No. 5 
was done away with. On the left flank of the works, a breach- 
ing battery for 4 4-pounders was built in the extremity of the 
2nd parallel. 

The losses on the ^ January were : — 1 non-commissioned 
officer or private killed. Wounded : 1 regimental officer (Lieu- 
tenant Zrodlovsky, of the Shirvan Regiment), and 4 non-com- 
missioned officers and privates. 4 horses killed, and 3 wounded. 
The ammunition expended was : — By the infantiy, 11,686 
^oimds ; by the cavalry, 100 rounds ; and by the artillery, 147 
roimds and 15 rockets. 

The post of observation communicated the following during 
the night : — 

" There is little movement in the fortress; only about 3 o'clock 
in the afternoon a crowd of 300 to 400 men assembled on the 
hill to hold a council. Towards evening, part of the garrison 
went one by one through the passages into the ditch, and made 
their way to the gardens in front of the Right-flank-Kala. About 
500 men were noticed making their way thither in this manner. 
One may conclude that part of the garrison collects in the ditch 
before sunset as much for sorties against the siege works, as in 
the expectation of our assault. 
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The garrison does not ffo to sleep at night, being in expec- 
tation of onr assault, and nas moved- aboxit 500 Kibttkas to flie 
rear part of the fortress in consequence of "the effect of our 
artillery fire, especially that of the mortars." 

At 9 A.M.J on the ^ January, a column, under the command 
of Major Matemo, and composed as. follows^ started from 
Yanghi-Kala : — v 

The nth Company of the 81st Apsheron Infantty Regiment* 

The 1st Company of the TranihCaspian Local Battalion. 

The 2nd Squadron of Dragoons. 

The 1st Sotnia of the Taman Cavalry Regiment. 

I division of a battery of mountain artillery. 

The object of the column was to cut reeds for fascines iu 
the gorge of Djennab ; and for this purpose 82 pack horses 
were' added to the column. 

On the —^ January, in consequence of the decomposition of 

the numerous corpses of the enemy, which had not been re- 

moved by the TekWs after the sorties of the ^^^^^^, an 

armistice for the removal of the corpses was offered to. the 
garrison. The signal " Cease Firing " was given to the trdbps^ 
They commenced shouting to the Tekkes from the Shirvaji 
redoubt to come out and remove the bodies, and that our troop4 
would not fire during that time. The enemy in his turn sooij 
ceased firing, and covered all the ramparts of the fortress. ! 

Ofiicers with interpreters were sent out to negociate with th^ 
Tekkes, and on the part of the Tekk(5s a few men came out» 
The Tekkes rejected the proposal to remove the bodies^ and on 
the proposal of sparing the inhabitants, and pardoning the chief 
leaders on the condition of unconditional surrender, they 
answered by a refusal. In consequence of this the siege worki; 
were immediately continued as before, and fire was opened from 
our side, but not until after it had been opened by the Tekkes. .. 

About 6 P.M., the column sent out for reeds returned to th0 
camp. Latterly, the absence of Tekk6 cavalry had becom$ 
generally evident. Parties of horsemen appeared exceedingly 
rarely, and harassed the transport trains uttle, when going to 
Samur, and when coming from Samur to Yanghi-Kala. On that 
day, in order to economise the ammunition of the artillery, I 
decided that the guns should only fire under the following cir- 
cumstances, viz.: — 1. In case of attack, by the enemy. 2. Fot 
firing with definite object. 3. For breaching. It was decided 
to fire rockets at night. 

During the night from the ^ to the ~^^ January, in the 
centre of the works, a redoubt, called the <• Sapper Redoubt," 
was made out of the two shallow saps. Towards morning two 
deep saps were pushed forward from this redoubt ; in the mining 
gallery two ventilating shafts were made. On the left flank 
the breaching battery was enlarged for 4 more 4-pounders, and 
opposite the 3rd parallel a bridge 10 paces, broad was thrown 
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across the Orand Duke stream for the passage of the storming 
column, when advancing to the breach. 

On the ~ January the post of observation made a sketch of 

the interior of Denghil-T6p6 with the distribution of the Kibitkas 
inside the ramparts of the fortress. According to the calcula- 
tions of the post of observation there were 9,280 Kibitkas in the 
fortress, inhabited by 45,000 people. By dav they remained in 

Eits over which Kibitkas were pitched. The earth removed 
•om the pit formed a bank roimd the Kibitka. By day there 
was generally but Kttle movement inside the fortress. The chiefs 
do not allow them to appear in the open. They assemble for 
councils on the hill ot Denghil-Tip6. At night the Kibitkas 
which have been pitched are struck, and the garrison, fearing 
an attack, goes into the exterior ditch. Our shells produce 
great effect, and make the enemy strike his Kibitkas and re- 
move them to another place. Besides ttiis, it was remarked by 
the station, that every day part of the camels were loaded in 
the evening and taken into the ditches, whence they were led 
at night into the desert. 

The losses on the ^ January were : — 3 non-commissioned 

officers and men killed, 4 wounded, and 1 shghtly wounded. 
13 horses killed and 8 wounded. Ammunition expended : —By 
the infantry, 14,971 roimds; and by the artillery, 212 rounds 
and 48 rockets. 

At 8 A.M. on the ^ January, the breaching battery con- 
structed in the 2nd parallel on the left flank of the siege works 
opened fire with 8 ^pounders. 

The fire proved exceedingly effective, and in less than two 
hours a breach 10 sagfenes (23 yards) broad had been made in 
the wall. The wall having been knocked down exposed the 
tops of the Kibitkas. The enemy did not delay repairing the 
breach made by the artillery, using for this purpose earth taken 
from an inner trench. 

In the morning, a column under Lieutenant-Colonel Moren- 
shild went to Samur. It was escorted by the 4th Company of 
the Trans-Caspian Local Battalion, and by two sotmas of a 
mixed Cossack regiment. 

At 2 P.M. I, together with Lieutenant-Colonel Haidaroff, and 
escorted by a squadron of dragoons and 1 sotnia, made a recon- 
naissance of the Mill-Kala, which was to be the objective point 
of the attack of Lieutenant-Colonel Haidaroff's column on the 
day of the assault of the fortress of Denghil-T6p6 (Geok- 
T^p<5). 

At 10 o'clock at night a detachment of volunteers was sent 
under the command of Naval Cadet Meyer and Ensign 
Boguslavsky, together with Staff-Interpreter Ter-Vartanovy to 
enlarge the breach made by the artillery. The detachment was 
provided with gun-cotton cartridges. When the above-men- 
tioned officers had crept half the distance from the left flank of 
the 3rd parallel to the breach, the interpreter heard the voices 
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of a large crowd of Tekkes posted in the ditch close to the 
breach. In consequence of this, they all returned to . the 3rd 
parallel. 

During the night from the ^ to ^ January in the centre of 

the works, two deep saps were driven from the Sappers' Redoubt. 
On the left flank of the works, 4 reserve lodgments for the 
storming columns were constructed behind the 3rd parallel, and 
the breaching battery was increased by mountiQg in it four 9- 
pounders. Across both the 1st and other parallels, broad passages 
with traverses were made towards the Grand Duke position, and 
the breach made by the artillery. 

The losses on the ^ January were : — One non-commissioned 

officer or private killed, 7 wounded, and 1 sKghtly wounded ; 

9 horses killed and 3 woimded. The ammunition expended 
was : — By the infantry, 22,372 rounds ; and by the artillery, 538 
roimds, and 46 rockets. 

On the morning of the |^ January it was evident that no1>- 
withstanding that shrapnel and infantry fire had been kept up 
on the breach all night, the Tekkes had repaired it by the morn- 
ing, and had raised the wall in that place to its former height. 
The tops of the Kibitkas were no longer visible. The artillery 
of the breaching battery opened fire immediately. This was 
stopped by my order, as I wished to open fire for the comple- 
tion of the breach, only just before the assault took place. 

As the siege works in the centre had advanced almost to the 
ditch of the fortress, it was at first decided to make the assault 
on the morning of the ^ January. Mines placed under the 

wall of the fortress were to be exploded before the assault. At 

10 A.M. the commanding engineer announced that the mining 

operations . could not be completed by the morning of the ^ 
January, both on account of the ventilating machine being 
damaged and firom other unforeseen circumstances. 



This annoimcement made me defer the assault till the 



12th 



24th 

January. 

In tiie evening there arrived at the camp : — 

The 10th Company of the 73rd CMmean Infantry Regiment. 
Two companies of the 82nd Daghestan Infantry Regiment. 
Two companies of the 83rd Samur Infantry Regiment, and 
The 45th Artillery Park. 

The post of observation in the Volunteer's Kala furnished in- 
formation as before as to the effect of our artillery fire, and 
about the movements of the enemy in the fortress and any 
parties going out from it. In particular, information was fre- 
quently received that the enemy were assembling for an attack 
on the left flank of the siege works. According to the report 
of the post of observation, on one occasion, when required by 
the chiefs to assemble for a sortie, the garrison answered by a 
refusal and used, bad language. It became pretty evident, that 
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after the sortie of the ^ January, in which the Tekk^e suffered 
great loss, the gairison had lost courage. 

During the night the mortars were fired occasionally. The 
fire from the battery in the Grand Duke position was aimed 
according to the directions of the post of observation. 

By the evening of the .^ January, all the siege works above 

ground were completed, and the delay was entirely due to the 
mining operations, which, however, after the repair of the ventilat- 
ing machine, were continued with the former energy and success. 

The losses on the ^ January were : — One non-commissioned 

officer or private killed. Woimded, 1 regimental officer (Lieu- 
tenant Shaman), and 13 non-commissioned officers and privates. 
Shghtly wounded, 1 non-commissioned officer or private. The 
ammunition expended was: — By the infantry, 15,429 rounds, 
and by the ai-tillery 224 rounds and 50 rockets. 

On the morning of the ^ January, a column was sent to the 

intrenchment of Samur under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Shkurkin, and escorted by : — 

The 9th Company of the 73rd Crimean Infantry Regiment. 

1 sotnia of the Orenburg Regiment, No, 5, and 

2 moimtain guns of the 6th Battery of the 21st Brigade of 

Artillery. 

The Akhal-Tekk6 horse transport train was sent with this 
column, and also all the camels which had arrived the evening 
before, and the sick and woimded who could bear removal. 

During the night from the ^ to the ^ January, three branches 

were broken out from the main mining gallery. 

The losses on the |^ January were : — Two non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates killed, and 11 wounded ; 9 horses 
killed and 4 wounded. The ammunition expended was : — ^By 
the infantry, 71,116 roimds, and by the artillery, 362 rounds, 
and 29 rockets. 

On the ^ a train of wagons drawn by horses reached G^ok- 
Tip6 from Samur escorted by the 9th Company of the Crimean 
Regiment, 2 sotnias of a mixed Cossack regiment and 2 moim- 
tain guns. 

In the morning the commanding engineer reported that the 
mining works were ready, and that he was proceeding to charge 
them with 72 pouds* (about 2,600 English pounds) of powder. 

On receipt of this report, dispositions were immediately 

made for an assault on the ^ January, and the orders were 

written. 

On the left flank of the works near the Stavropol Redoubt, 
two bridges for infantry were built, in addition to the bridge 
for artillery constructed lower down. Ten pits were dug for 



* 1 poud » 361b8. 1 oz. 12 dwt. EngliBb* 
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artillery detachments in rear of the Ist parallel, as the em- 
brasures in the great battery, to the right of the Stavropol 
Redoubt, were not sufficiently numerous. 

On examining the enemy^s position on this date, it was 
noticed that he had destroyed the northern and eastern walls of 
the Mill-Kala, and that he was holding the redoubt of the 
counter approaches, and the horse shoe opposite the left flank 
of the siege works in force. 

At mid-day the detachments detailed to occupy the Support, 
Olga, and Right-flank Ealas, and Redoubts Nos. 1 and 2, and 
Battery No. 5 on the day of the assault, relieved the troops then 
holding them, who were detailed to form part of the storming 
columns and reserve. 

All the troops told off for the storming columns, with the 
exception of Colonel Haidaroff's column, took up their positions 
by daylight, but as they appeared insufficient to hold all the 
siege works, the undermentioned troops of the general reserve 
were in addition told off to the trenches for the night, viz. : — 

The 3rd Battalion of the 81st Apsheron Infantry Regiment. 
The 1st and 2nd Companies of the 82nd Daghestan Infantry 

Regiment, and 
The 3rd Battalion of the Samur Regiment. 

These troops, under the command of Colonel Navrotsky, 
commander of the infantry of the reserve, were ordered to be at 

the Stavropol Redoubt at 6 A.M. on the ^ January, 

During the whole day the enemy kept up a feeble fire on 
the camp and advanced trenches. On this day he fired a few 
cannon balls at the camp. 

As soon as it was dark four 9-pounders which were in the 
battery near the Stavropol Redoubt were removed to the 
breaching battery in the 2nd parallel. At night it was proposed 
to increase the breach made by the artillery by explosions of 
gun-cotton. Midshipman Meyer and Lieutenant Ostolopoff of 
the 1st Reserve Artillery BattaHon volunteered for this service. 
The 13th Company of the Apsheron Regiment was detailed to 
cover their retreat, and occupied the horse shoe about midnight. 
Volimteers from this company crept right up to the ditch, and 
protected the work of uie miners. About 1 A.M. the charges 
were buried in the breach, and exploded, after which the 
volimteers and the 13th Company retired. 

Riflemen kept up a desultory fire at the breach all night 
from the 3rd parallel, and the batteries fired shrapnel and com- 
mon shell. 

During the night the tamping of the mines was commenced. 

The losses on the ^ January were : — One non-commissioned 
officer or private killed, and 3 wounded. The ammunition ex- 

{)ended was: — By the infantry, 13,979 rounds, and by the artil- 
ery, 114 rounds. 
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Assault of the Fortress of DENGHiL-Tfepfe on the 

12tr 
24th 



'^™ January, 1881. 



In accordance with the orders issued for that day,* at 6 A.M. 
all the troops of the storming columns and reserve were in the 
positions allotted to them, and the troops, who' had occupied the 
trenches during the night, had joined the reserve. 

At 7 A.M. Lieutenant-Colonel Haidaroff's column formed in 
attacking order, and was conmianded to advance towards the 
MiU^Kala. 

The object of this column at first was to make a demon- 
stration. By an early and bold attack Lieutenant-Colonel 
Haidaroff was to draw the masses of the enemy on to himself, 
and thus facilitate the operations of the storming columns. 

The 4th Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery took up a 
position, and fired common shell at the Mill-Kala. 

After the destruction of the face of the Kala, the whole de- 
tachment moved half a verst (^ mile) forward, and began to 
prepare the attack on the Kala from a new position. After the 
requisite preparation, the 2nd, Srd, and 4tn Companies of the 
Samur Regiment advanced to the assault in fighting order, with 
the volunteers extended in firont of them. 

The battery remained in the position it had taken up, and 
fired at the redoubt, in which the enemy was concentrating. 
One company of the Samur Regiment was left to cover the 
battery. 

The cavalry (1^ sotnias, with a division of a battery of moun- 
tain horse artillery) came into line with the battery, securing 
its left flank by scouts. 

By 8.30 A.M, the dam and the Mill-Kala had been already 
taken. The Kala was immediately put into a state of defence. 

After the capture of the Kala, I moved the 1st Company of 
the 82nd Daghestan Infantry Regiment from the general reserve 
to the right bank of the Support-rivulet to flank with its fire the 
approaches to Lieutenant-Colonel Haidaroflf's position, and to 
connect that column with the general reserve. 

The enemy fired at Lieutenant-Colonel Haidaroff^s position 
from the redoubt and from the walls, and mounted parties 
appeared along the western front, and enfiladed the position. 
The 4th Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery remained in its 
former position. 

It was divided into half batteries : — 4 guns flanked the ap- 
proaches to the Mill-Kala from the eastern side, and operated 
against the ditch and southern wall of the fortress; 4 guns 
operated against the enemy on the western front. The 2 moun- 
tain horse artillery guns and the cavalry skirmishers operated 
also against the enemy on the western front. The rocket 
troughs were taken to the dam. Lieutenant-Colonel HaidarofiTa 

 Appendix No. 5. Orders. 
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column was in this position at the commencement of the general 
assault* 

At 7 A.M. the breaching battery on the left flank of the siege 
works, armed with four 9-pounders and eight 4-pounders, opened 
fire on the breach made on the ^ instant, so as to complete it 
and make it practicable. During the firing the artillery was 
directed by the orders kindly given to the detachment by Major- 
General Zeenovyeff. 

To increase the action of the artillery against the breach, a 
fire was opened firom : — 

The 1st half battery of the 21st Brigade of Artillery, 

6 guns of the 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery, and 

The 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of Artillery. 

In a short while, the breach, notv\dthstanding all the efforts 
of the enemy to repair it, and his heavy and well-aimed fire on 
the batteries, was finally ready, and the artillery commenced to 
fire shrapnel at it. 

Notwithstanding this terrible fire, the enemy continued to 
work obstinately at the breach. 

At 10.30 A,M. an order was sent to the commanding engi- 
neer to spring the mines in front of the Grand Duke position, 
and to report the moment of the explosion as soon as possible. 
At the same time all the artillery was ordered to keep up a 
heavy fire of common shell and shrapnel on the north-eastern 
angle of the fortress for half an hour. 

The directions given to the chief of the artillery for the 
action of the artillery before the assault divided the whole 
period into three parts, viz. : — 

1. Action against the breach to complete it. 

2. Action previous to the assault against the south-eastern 
angle of the fortress, on which the attack was going to 
be directed. 

3. Operations against the northern part of the fortress 

dming the assault. 

Notwithstanding the very heavy fire, the enemy occupied 
the breach, and returned our fire vigorously. It was also re- 
marked that his workmen were throwing earth on to the breach 
made by the artillery. 

At 11 A.M. I received a report at the Stavropol Redoubt 
that the mines were ready and would be sprung at 11.20, as 
20 minutes were necessaiy for the removal of the troops of 
Colonel Kuropatkin's column from the advanced trenches, so 
that bits of earth from the wall that was about to be blown up 
might not put them into disorder. 

Punctually at 11.20 a high column of earth and smoke rose 
on the eastern face with a great concussion. 

The mine had been sprung and had formed a practicable 
breach 20 sagfenes (140 feet) broad. 
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After the explosion of the mine the artillery changed its 
aim, and began to fire at the north-eastern angle 9,nd northern 
part of .the fortress. 

The assault was commenced both by the storming columns 
and Colonel HaidarolTs column. 



Operations op the Different Storming Columns.* 

A. Colonel KuropatkirH s Column. 

In accordance with the orders, Colonel Kuropatkin's column 
was instructed to take the breach made by the explosion of 
the Grand Duke mine, to secure its hold of the breach, to 
effect a junction with Colonel Kozelkoff's column, and to 
intrench itself in the south-eastern angle of the fortress. 

For the assault which was about to take place, Colonel 
Kuropatkin divided his column into three parts, viz. : — 

1. A column under Major Sivinis, the 9th, 10th, and 11th 
Companies of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regiment, Sub-Lieu- 
tenant Voropanoff's detachment of volunteers, and half a com- 
pany of sappers. 

2. A column under Staff-Captain Fok, the Ist and Rifle Com- 
panies of the 13th Turkestan Line Battalion, 3 mountain guns 
of the 6th Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artillery, and 1 naval 
mitrailleur. 

3. A reserve under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gulyaeff, the 3rd Company of the 5th Turkestan Line Battalion, 
the 1st, 2nd, and 12th Companies of the 84th Shirvan Regi- 
ment, 100 dismounted Cossacks of the Turkestan Cavalry Wing, 
1 mountain gun of the 6th Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artil- 
lery, and 8 mortars. 

Distinct orders were given to each of the columns as fol- 
lows : — 

After the explosion of the mine, the column under Major 
Sivinis was to take possession of the breach (on which it was 
to intrench itself), the wall of the fortress to the left of the 
breach (whence it was to extend to meet Colonel Kozelkoff's 
column), and the wall to the right of the breach extending 
along it to the first traverse. 

Staff-Captain Fok's column formed a reserve for the first 
colunm, and was instructed to advance over the breach and 
take possession of the interior of the fortress, after the first 
column had made firm its footing on the breach. 

After the explosion, the reserve under Colonel Gulyaeff was 
to occupy the Shirvan Redoubt, the Turkestan Kala, the ad- 
vanced trenches, the Sapper Redoubt, and the trench of com«* 
munication to the second parallel. 

* Vide Plan No. 10. Plan of the assault of the fortress of Dengliil-T^pd (aeok- 
T6po). 
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By occupying tEe above-mentioned places, it secured the 
rear and rignt flank of the storming column, and acted as its 
main reserve. 

At 10.40 A^M. the chambers for the mines had been loaded 
and tamped. 

At 11 A.M. Major-Q-eneral Q-rodekoff, the Chief of the Staff, 
reached the colimm on the dam, and repeated my order to 
spring the mines. 

At 11.20 A.iir. the mines were sprung. 

Large lumps of earth from the wall of the fortress which had 
been blown up were hurled as far as the advanced trenches, and 
fell on the advanced troops of the column lying behind the 
dam. Half a company of volimteers and Sub-Lieutenant 
Mahometofl^ of the militia, were partially covered by the earth. 
The smoke from the explosion had hardly dispersed when Major 
Sivinis' column issued from behind the dam, and advanced im~ 
petuously towards the breach. 

Notwithstanding the force and unexpectedness of the ex- 
plosion, which destroyed all the defenders of the wall who were 
on that part, the enemy rushed into the crater formed Ijy the 
explosion on the place where the wall had stood, and met Major 
Sivinis' column with a heavy and well-directed fire, with lances 
and with side arms. 

A fierce fight with bayonets, lances, and swords ensued on 
the breach. 

Staff-Captain Fok's column was moved to support Major 
Sivinis. 

50 dismounted Ural Cossacks advanced of their own accord 
from the Shirvan Redoubt to the assistance of the troops 
fighting on the breach. 

The 9th Company of the Shirvan Regiment and Sub-Lieu- 
tenant Voropanoff's detachment of volunteers met with a still 
more obstinate resistance in taking the walls to the right and 
left of the breach. 

Notwithstanding the fearful resistance, all the above-men- 
tioned detachments hurled the enemy back from the breach 
after a hot fight. 

At 11.30 A.M. half of the 2nd Company* of the Shirvan Regi- 
ment was ordered to storm Traverse No. 2, whence the enemy 
enfiladed the troops holding the breach and the approaches to 
it. This attack was supported by the second half of the same 
company, and by a mountain gun from the Turkestan Eala. 

The half company of Shirvan troops, with their commander. 
Lieutenant Bultighin, leading, took possession of the traverse, 
and effected a junction with the company of volimteers moving 
along by the wall of the eastern face. 

The further operations of the column were as follows : — The 
&th Company of the Shirvan Regiment, moving along the walls 
to effect a jimction with Colonel Kozelkoffs column, was 
strengthened by half of tiie 1st Rifle Company of the 13th Bat- 
talion. 

D 
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The infantry units of Staff-Captain Fok's column descended 
from the breach, and advanced to the open place mside the for- 
tress. During this, the enemy was driven out of many Eibitkas 
and mud huts, which were taken only after a stubborn re- 
sistance. 

The detachments which had descended from the wall re- 
ceived orders to cover the construction of traverses from the 
Eibitkas in front of the wall. The 10th and 11th Companies of 
the Shirvan Regiment were ordered to construct these tra- 
verses. 

At 12.30 P.M. the troops of Colonel Kuropatkin's column 
effected a junction with Colonel Kozelkoff's column, which was 
advancing inside the fortress from the breach made by the artil- 
lery to the hill of Denffhil-T^p^. 

At the same time three mountain guns and a mitraiUeur were 
taken on to the breach. 

The enemy was apparently commencing to give way, and was 
retiring to the hill of Denghil-Tte6 ; some of them went in the 
direction of the gates of the northern front in large bodies, and 
were going off into the desert. 

Seeing the hesitation of the adversary, all the storming 
columns were ordered to advance against the hill of Denffhil- 
T6p6. As is evident from the orders, it was only intended on 
this day to seize the south-eastern angle of the fortress, and 
intrench ourselves firmly there. From all the preceding fights 
we were led to expect a stubborn resistance from the enemy 
both on the breaches and especially inside the fortress, where, 
on account of the thickly-placed Eibitkas, the troops would 
have got mixed up in a hot and obstinate fight. From the same 
orders it will be seen that in case of a successftd assault of the 
breaches, all the storming columns were to complete the blow, 
by the capture of the tactical key of the fortress, the hill of 
Denghil-T6p^. 

The following troops were detailed for this attack by Colonel 
Kuropatkin, viz. :— 

The 9th and 10th Companies and 3 sections of the 11th 
Company of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regiment, 

The 1st and Rifle Companies of the 13th Turkestan Line 
Battalion, 

3 mountain guns, 

1 mitrailleur, and 

56 dismoimted Ural Cossacks. 

The following were added to them from the reserve, viz. : — 

The 12th Company of the 84th Shirvan Regiment, 

The 3rd Company of the 5th Turkestan Line Battalion, and 

50 dismounted Ural Cossacks. 

The rest of the troops of the column (the 1st and half of the 
2nd Company of the -oith Shirvan Regiment, and 1 mountain 
gim) secured the rear and right flank of the detachment. When 
the above-mentioned troops of the detachment went to the 
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assault, the enemy made his last attempt at attack on the right 
flank and rear of the column, for which purpose a sortie was 
made by large bodies against the Grand Duke position, but it 
was beaten off by the fire of a mitrailleur, and by volleys from 
the reserve at the Turkestan and Grand Duke Kalas. 

Staff-Captain Fok advanced with his column towards the 
western side of the fortress, took possession of the Kibitkas 
there, and formed front opposite the hill of Denghil-T^pi. This 
column was followed by Lieutenant-Colonel Gulyaeff with 
100 dismounted Gossacks of the Orenburg and Ural Regiments. 
The column under Major Sivinis advanced straight to the hill. 
This final attack was prepared by the fire of 3 mountain guns. 

All the columns advanced to the attack in close formation, 
with bands playing, drums beating, and colours flying. The 
resistance of the enemy was everywhere broken without much 
trouble. The grejttest oppoedtion was met by Staff-Captain 
Fok's column, which then succeeded in retaking our two moun- 
tain gims taken by the Tekkes in their «(,ttacks on the 

20th and aoth Decemlier 



9th and lOth January 

At 1 P.M. the colours of the 3rd Battalion of the Shirvan 
Regiment were flying on the hill. By my order they were 
afterwards replaced there by the Imperial standard. Other 
columns reached the northern front of the fortress at the same 
time and occupied the walls. Sub-Lieutenant Voropanoffs 
volunteers, advancing along the eastern wall, captured a Tekk^ 
gun and four flags. Besides this, the volunteers, together with 
the 2nd Company of the Shirvan Regiment and part of the 
4th BattaUon of the Apsheron Regiment, recaptured the colours 
of the 4th Battalion of the Apsheron Regiment taken b^ the 

Tekkes m the sortie of the ^^^i^. The Tekkes had the 

audacity to place the colours in their front ranks, having taken 
off the case, as if in derision. 

Colonel Kuropatkin, the troops of whose colunm had already 
occupied the northern wall of the fortress, determined to pursue 
the enemy immediately, reporting his intention from the hill of 
Denghil-Tip6. 

The pursuit of the flying enemy was carried out : on the 
left flank by Major Sivinis with 1^ Companies of the 84th Shir- 
van Infantry Regiment ; in the centre by the 9th Company of 
the Apsheron Regiment ; and on the right by the 12th Company 
of the Shirvan Regiment. They were followed by a reserve 
of three Turkestan Companies, and the volunteers under the 
command of Staff-Captain Fok. 

Colonel Kuropatkm's column, following the cavalry which 
had been moved through the fortress by me, pursued the enemy 
for a distance of 10 versts (Of miles), after which it was ordered 
to return to the camp. 

B. Operations of Colonel Kozelkoffs Column, 

The order in which the different detachments of the column 

D 2 
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were to advance to the breach made by the artillery was laid 
down as follows :— 

At the head of the column, volunteers of the 4th Apsheron 
Battalion, with a detachment of miners, two rocket troughs, and 
a mitrailleur. After the volunteers, the 4th Battalion of the 
Apsheron Regiment, with four scaHug ladders. After the Ap- 
sheronians, the 11th Company of the Stavropol Regiment was 
to follow with gabions and fascines, and also a section of sap- 
pers to crown the captured breach. 

The remaining three companies of the Stavropol Regiment 
formed a reserve, and on the departure of the Apsheronians 
from the trenches, were immediately to take their place. 

Pimctually at 11.20 A.M., immediately after the explosion of 
the Grand Duke Mine, the troops of the storming column issued 
from the trenches and advanced to the breach across the bridge 
thrown over the Grand Duke Stream. Shouting "hurrah** 
they rushed like lightning from the bridge to the breach. The 
attacking column was met by a very heavy rifle fire, and Star- 
shina Count Orloff Denisoff, commanding the 4th Battalion of 
the 81st Apsheron Infantry Regiment, was wounded by the first 
bullets. He was following immediately behind the volimteers of 
his battalion, which he was leading bravely. After having been 
wounded by a bullet in the hand, he remained in the front till 
he was more severely wounded. The storming column ad- 
vanced uninterruptedly, and rushed into the very breach shout- 
ing "hurrah." 

Met here by a shower of bullets and stones, and also by the 
thick masses of the enemy, and in consequence of the difficulty 
of mounting the breach, which, notwithstanding all efforts, was 
not easily practicable, the column lay down at the foot of the 
breach and commenced an obstinate engagement with the 
enemy. 

A reserve composed as follows moved immediately to its 
assistance : — The 9th, 10th, and 12th Companies of the Stavropol 
Regiment with a division of the 6th Mountain Battery of the 
2l8t Brigade of Artillery. 

At the same time I sent thither from the reserve the 3rd 
BattaKon of the Apsheron Regiment, with bands playing, colours 
flying, and drums beating. 

On the arrival of this last battalion at the breach, all the 
troops near there got up and rushed together to the top of the 
breach. 

As all the troops could not mount the breach at the same 
time, those on the nanks escaladed the walls by means of scaling 
ladders. 

In this short space of time Lieutenant Merkheleff, the com- 
mander of the lOtn Company of the 74th Stavropol Infantry 
Regiment, and a Knight of the Order of St. George, who had 
been the first to rush towards the top of the breach, was killed, 
and the commander of the 3rd Battalion of the Slst Apsheron 
Infantry Regiment was severely wounded. Sub-Lieutenant 
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Popoff of the 81st Apsheron Begiment was the first to climb the 
top of the breach. 

After the capture of the breach, steps were immediately 
taken to intrench it, but the succe^ss of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Haidaroflfs column, the troops of which were already on the wall 
of the western face, and also of the troops of Colonel Kuropat- 
kin's column, who were already forming up within the fortress 
for further attack, caused a stop to be put to the work, and all 
the troops of the column, to which I added the lOth, llth, and 
12th Companies of the 83rd Samur Infantry Regiment from the 
reserve, were directed towards the hill of I)enghil-T6p4 for the 
decisive capture of the fortress. 

Six companies of the 82nd Daghestan Infantry Regiment and 
two companies of the 84th Shirvan Infantry Regiment, ordered 
up by me from the reserve, were directed to form a reserve near 
the breach for the troops fighting inside the fortress, and four 
guns of the 4th Battery of Sie 20th Brigade of Artillery were 
taken right on to the breach. 

Advancing further, the troops effected a junction with the 
troops of Colonel Kuropatkin's and Lieutenant - Colonel 
Haidaroff''8 columns. 

The hill of Denghil-Tep6 was occupied simultaneously by 
half of the 12th Company of the 74th Stavropol Infantry Regi- 
ment, and by the column under Major Sivinis. 

After the capture of the hill, the 3rd Battalion of the 8 Lst 
Apsheron Infantry Regiment was led on to it, and the 4th Batta- 
lion advanced further in pursuit of the enemy. 

A mixed detachment of all regiments, with one mountain 
gun, under the command of Captain Melnitsky, was sent to 
capture a Kala. After three shots from the moimtain gun, parts 
of the 10th and llth Companies of the Apsheron Regiment 
rushed into the Kala and bayonetted all its defenders. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon the troops of Colonel Kozel- 
koflTs column, and those added to it from the reserve, were 
disposed as follows, viz. : — 

The 3rd Battalion of the Apsheron Regiment with a section 
of mountain artillery on the tumulus of Denghil-Tep^. 

The 3rd BattaKon of the Stavropol Regiment was ordered to 
the camp. 

The south-eastern angle of the fortress was held by the 4th 
Battalion of the 82nd Daghestan Infantry Regiment, and 
the 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of Artillery, which 
was soon relieved by the 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade 
of Artillery. 

C. Operations of Lieutenant- Colonel Haidaroff^s Column. 

After the capture of the MiU-Kala it was put into a state of 
defence, and both the mountain gims and the mitrailleur were 
taken, there and opened fire on the enemy near the southern 
face of the fortress. 
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Immediately after the explosion of the Grand Duke Mine* 
Lieutenant-Colonel Haidaroff advanced to the attack, and 
ordered the 2nd and "Srd Companies of the 83rd Samur Infantry 
Regiment to the western face of the fortress to scale the walh 
by means of scaling ladders ; the Ist and 4th Companies of the 
same regiment, with the volunteers, and the 4th Battery of the 
12th Brigade of Artillery were ordered to move parallel to the 
ditch of the western front, against the fortified positions of the 
enemy between the Support rivulet and the fortress. The 
cavalry, together with the division of the horse artillery moun- 
tain battery, was ordered to advance on the left flank of the 
detachment, and pursue the retreating enemy. The 2nd and 
3rd CompaDies, under the command of Captain Lavroff, went 
straight to the western wall of the fortress, where they placed 
the ladders and mounted on to the wall. A farther advance of 
the detachment was made along the wall of the western front, 
in which the 2nd and 3rd Companies advanced on the wall itself, 
and the volunteers and the 1st and 4th Companies parallel to the 
ditch of the western front, supported by a heavy artillery fire. 
The cavalry, with the division of the horse artillery mountain 
battery, pursued the enemy, flying in a northerly direction. The 

5>arties of infantiTV after idaching the extremity of the western 
ro4t, and effecting a junction with part of the troops of the 
columns of Olonel Kuropatkin and ICozelkoff, were halted, and 
subsequently returned to ckjaj^. 

Seeing the lind^ubt^ success of all the storming columns, I 
sent an order to the commander of the cavalry reserve. Prince 
Erifttoff, to eo with his troops from the reserve to the camp, to 
mofint their horses, and go to the breach made by the artillery. 

lAt 4 P.M. the cavalry, having reached the breach, was led 
thr|)ugh the fortress by me and ordered to pursue the enemy, 
retteating in two large masses in a northerly direction. 

•The pursuit of the enemy flying fro^i the fortress was con- 
tinued by the infantry foi- 10 versts (6f miles), bv the cavalry 6 
verpts further, acid only complete darkness and the thorough 
disbersion of the en^jDy caused the pursuit to be abandoned, 
an^ the troops to return tt> camp. ^ 

J In this pursuit by the drag^ojis and cosaacks, supported by a 
division of a horse artillery mountain batteiy*; the killed of both 
ses;es amounted to 8,00&^B])sons. 

.'A mass of the hostile cavahy was tW first to flee, and was 
visible far off on the honzoiK. 

Our losses on *t£e i~J January wero as follows : — Killed, 4 

re^mental officers (Staff-Captain Greek of the Turkestan 
Brigade of Artillery, Ci^ut^]i;iaiit Merkh^leff of the 74th Stavropol 
InBantxy Kegiment, Sotoik Kvnakovsky of the Ural Sotnia of 
the Turkestan C^V^iry winft and Ensign Maurice of the Trans- 
Caspian Local Battahon), and 55 non-commissioned officers and 
privates. Wouiidud,- 9 -gtaffr offic er s (J Lieiifc e na nt-Colonel Ts^ 
prinAy-Ts^kafl^ commander of the 3rd Battalion of the 74th 
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Stavropol Infantry Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Popoff, com- 
mander of the 3rd Battalion of the 81st Apsheron Infantry 
Regiment, and Starshina and Wing-Adjutant Coimt Orloff- 
DenisoflE* of the same regiment), 15 regimental oflSicers (Captain 
Getshell of the Sapper Company, Staff-Captain Mitkevitch 
Voltehansky, of the artillery, Staff-Captain Khark^vitch, of 
the Apsheron Regiment, Staff-Captain Davidoff of the Daghestan 
Regiment, Lieutenant Yureneff of the artillery. Lieutenant Ar- 
khaetsky of the Shirvan Regiment, Sub-Lieutenants Popoff 
and Dekhtereff of the Apsheron Regiment, Sub-Lieutenant 
Mahometoff of the militia, Ensigns Kashereeninoff and Usatchefff 
of the Apsheron Regiment, Ensigns Dzerdzievsky^ and Prince 
Andronikoff§ of the Stavropol Regiment, Ensign Ushakoff of the 
Mounted Grenadier Regiment of the Body Guard, and Naval 
Cadet Meyer), and 236 non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates. SKghtly wounded, 10 regimental officers (Lieutenants 
Kurkmasoff and Benislavsky of the Apsheron Regiment, Lieute- 
nant Kaliteen of the 1st Turkestan Line Battalion, Sub-Lieute- 
nants Jeeznevsky and Rudnek of the Apsheron Regiment, 
Ensigns L^b^dinsky and Boguslavsky of the same regiment, 
Ensign Ivanoff of the artillery. Ensign Forsten of the 15m Tver 
Regiment of Dragoons, and Khorundji Tch^green of the Taman 
Regiment), and 75 non-commissioned officers and privates. 47 
horses killed and 24 wounded. 

The ammunition expended was : — By the infantry, 273,804 
rounds ; by the cavalry, 12,510 rounds ; and by the artillery, 
5,864 rounds and 224 military rockets. 

The two mountain guns taken by the enemy in the sprties of 

^ 1S"d??^rdr> ^ere recovered, as weU as the colours 
of the 4th Battalion of the Apsheron Regiment. 

1 gun was taken and 5 flags, and 1,500 weapons — trifles, 
pistols, and swords. 

The enemy's losses were enormous. 

After the capture of the fortress, 6,500 bodies were buried 
inside it. During the pursuit 8,000 were killed. 

. Died from hia woxmds <m the ^^^, at the intrenduaent of Samur. 

f Has since died of his wounds. 
X Has since died of his wounds. 
§ Has since died of his wounds. 
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APPENDIX No. 1. 
Orders fob. the —^ December, 1880, fob the Troops operatinq in 

THE TbANS-GaSPIAN DISTRICT. 

The Intrenchmemt of Sanvur. 

To-morrow, the ^ December, it is intended that a movement shall 

be made in the direction of the fortress of G6ok-T6p^ by a detachment 
nnder my personal command, composed as follows, viz. : — 

The 4th Battalion of the 81st Apsheron Begiment* (Lientenant- 
Colonel Prince Magaloff), 

The 1st Battalion of the 84th Shirvan Regiment (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gogobereedze), 

1 company of the 2nd Sapper Battalion of the Cancasns (Staff- 
Captam VasilyefE), 

1 detachment of volunteers (Sub-Lieutenant Voropanoff), 

Half of the 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of Artillery (Captain 
Polkovnikoff), 

Mobile Battery No. 3 (Captain MichaelofP), 

1 naval battery (Lieutenant Sheman), 

1^ Botnias of the Orenburg Begiment, and 

l{ sotnias of the Taman Regiment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bobrikoff is appointed chief of the artillery. 

At 6 A.M. the detachment will be ready formed up in reserve order 
in front of the camp of the main body. 

Object of the operations : a reconnaissance of the western front of 
the fortress of Geok-T6p6. 

On approaching the enemy the detachment will form in fighting 
order, with the 1st Battalion of the 84th Shirvan Regiment and 

2 guns of the naval battery, under Lieutenant-Colonel Gogobereedze, 
on the right flank. 

On the left flank : — The 4th Battalion of the 81st Apsheron Regi- 
ment, and 2 guns of the naval battery under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Prince Magaloff. In reserve : — The company of sappers, 

3 sotnias of Cossacks, and 12 guns, at my immediate disposal. 

The wounded are to be carried to the reserve, where a mobile 
dressing station will be established. 

Should I be placed hors de combat, the detachment will be entrusted 
to Colonel Ivanoff, acting Chief of the Staff ;. the next senior oflicers 
will succeed other commanders of units. 



* The 4Mi battalion of the Slst Apsheron Infantry Regiment consisted of three 
coiiipaiiies, the 13th, 14th, and 15th. 
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After the oompletion of the reconnaissance the detachment will 
retnm to the intrenchment of Samor. 

(Signed) ADJUTANT-GENERAL SKOBELEFF. 



APPENDIX No. 2. 

ObDBBS fob the g7"P-«"..,l880 

The Intrenchment of Samur, ^ December^ 1880. 

The enemy is holding the fortified aouls of Geok-Tep^, DenghiL 
T6p^ and Yanghi-Kala with his main body. 

To-morrow, the utjvmuj^ * *^® Kishlak of Yanghi-Kala is to be 
taken by storm. 

Two columns are detailed for the assanlt, yiz. : — 

(1.) Under Colonel Knropatkin : — 

The Tnrkestan detachment, 
The 4th Batteiy of the 20th Brigade of Artillery, 
The 1st Battalion of the 84th Shirran Regiment, 
One section of the company of sappers. 
Total, 8:^ companies, 2 sotnias, 10 guns, and 2 rocket-tronghs. 

Object of attack : the soath-eastem boundary of Yanghi-Kala and 
the ronnd tower. 

(2.) Under Colonel KozelkofE : — 

The Trans-Caspian Local Battalion, 

The 3rd Battalion of the 74th Stavropol Regiment, 

1 section of the company of sappers. 

Detachments of: — Osset^s,* sailors, and Essaal Tserendja- 

lofiTs Volunteers, 
The 6th Mountain Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artillery, 
and 

2 mitrailleurs. 

Total, 8^ companies, 3 squadrons (sic), and 10 guns. 

Object of attack : the northern boundary of Yanghi-Kala. 
The main body under my personal command will consist of: — 

The 4th Battalion of the 81st Apshercm Regiment, 

The 1st, 13th, and 14th Companies of the 82nd Daghestan 

Regiment, 
The 1st Battalion of the 83rd Samur Regiment, 

3 companies of the 3rd Battalion of the 83rd Samur 
Regiment, 

The 3rd Battalion of the 84th Shirvan Regiment, 
The 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery, 
The 4th „ „ 

The 1st Mobile Battery (6 guns), 

* A tribe of the Caacaaas.— Tb. 
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The 3rd Mobile Battery (6 guns), 
^ of the company of sappers, 
7 squadrons and sotnias, 

1 division of a battery of mountain artillery, and 

2 mitrailleurs. 

Toted, 18^ companies, 7 squadrons and sotnias, and 32 guns. 

The main body will be directed on the Support-E[ala. 
Hours of starting : — Colonel Kuropatkin's column at 7.30 A.M., and 
Colonel KozelkofE's column and the main body at 8 a.m. 

The undermentioned will remain behind to garrison Samur, 
viz. : — ; 

The 1st Company of the 73rd Crimean Regiment, 
The 1st Company of the 3rd Battalion of the 83rd 

Samur Begiment, 
2 sotnias, 

The 2nd Mobile Battery (7 guns), 
2 guns of the 1st MobUe Battery, 
2 guns of the 3rd Mobile Battery, 
J of a mortar battery, 
1 mitrailleur, and 
1 Engstrom gun. 
Total, 2 companies, 2 sotnias, and 19 guns. 

Or, including the hospital detachment, the non-combatants, and 
officers' servants, about 500 bayonets, 200 sabres, and 19 guns. 

Starshina Yereshtchaghin is appointed commandant of Samur. 

The signallers are to be distributed among the storming columns, 
the main body, and Samur. 

The troops are to carry : — Biscuit for four days, tea, sugar, salt, 
2 pounds of cooked meat per man, kettles, uniform, cloaks, 120 rounds 
of ammunition, and a Linnemann spade. 

The artillery, cavalry, and transport train are to carry forage for 
two days. 

The artillery is to carry the full complement of ammunition for 
the guns. 

The column will be followed by — 

(1.) The whole engineer park. 

(2.) 3 dressing tents, one for each storming column, and one for 

the main body. 
(3.) The lazarets of the Samur Infantry and Tver Dragoon Begi- 

ments. 
(4.) The flying lazaret for 100 beds of the Red Cross Society. 
(6.) The two-wheeled cart of the Red Cross Society, and the 

lazaret wagons. 
I shall be with the artillery of Colonel KozelkoflTs column at the 

commencement of the fighting, afterwards with the main body. 

(Signed) ADJUTANT-GENERAL SKOBELEFE, 

in temporary command of the troops. 
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APPENDIX No. 3. 

Instbuctions fob the OFncKBS or the Tboops im the Field. 
The IfUrenchment of Samur, -^^ December, 1880. 

The troops who took part in the reoonnaissaiices of the ^~ Juljr 

and the jg^> ^^y and jj^ December, are already acquainted with the 

enemy and the method of operating against him. 

At the present time the army in the field has been joined by 
detachments which have not yet met the enemy. I consider it my 
duty therefore to make the following remarks. 

The circumstances under which we have to operate are as follows : — 
Obstinate fifsfhting is to be expected for local objects. The enemy is 
brave, and skilful in single combat ; he fires effectively, and is pro- 
vided with a good side arm, but he operates in individual extended 
order, or in detached bodies, but little obedient to the will of their 
chief, and, therefore, unfit, notwithstanding their overwhelming num- 
bers, for combined action and manoeuvring in masses. 

Circumstances, the distance, and the nature of the theatre of 
operations, nevertheless force us, who are limited by the small numbers 
of our troops, to act on the offensive. 

The present European fighting formation is here inapplicable on 
account of the small numerical strength of our detachments. 

In the open field, the brave cavalry of the enemy, mounted on fleet 
steeds, and wielding the sword skilfully, will continually threaten 
long extended lines. His infantry masses are not organised, but they 
consist of men whose spirits have been raised, who are able to use 
(heir side arms dexterously, and who will endeavour to bring the 
engagements to hand-to-hand fights, and thus equalise the chances of 
the struggle in their favour. 

As a fundamental principle, a close formation is all-powerful in 
Central Asia. 

In operations such as the present, against an enemy defending him- 
self in a position covered by gardens, buildings, and walls, and 
strengthened by him during so long a time, and possessing for him a 
special moral significance in consequence of the success gained last 
year? and because the families and all the property of the defenders 
are there coUected, we shall be obliged to overcome au obstinate 
resistance in front of each enclosure. We shall finally have to fight 
a desperate mortal combat with knives and yataghans. An extended 
and thin formation in which the troops easily slip away from the 
hands of their commanders, and get broken into small divided bodies 
without connection with each other, or the will and heart of their 
commanders, prevents them opposing the unexpected appearances of 
hostile masses with the power of formation, and, what is indissoluble 
from it, the united force of their discipline, fire, and mutual support. 

A combination of these principles of fighting, quickly and suitably 
adapted, forms the basis of our tactics in Central Asia, and permits us, 
for causes which we understand, to count on victory over so numerous 
an enemy. 

We will beat our opponent by means of that of which he is 
deficient. We will take advantage of discipline and our quick shooting 
arms. We will beat our adversary by a close, obedient, supple, lighting 
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formation, by unanimous well directed volleys, and tlie bayonet, 
always terrible in the hands of men united by discipline, and a feeling 
of duty, and by concentration into one powerful body — the column. 

Attacks by the enemy's cavalry should be met by a suitable change 
of front, if that appears necessary, and by volleys at short ranges. I 
recommend the formation of squares, even of battalion squares,* if 
the circumstances permit of it. 

Volleys are to be used against an attacking enemy, both cavalry 
and infantry, when they have come within a range of 600 paces ; but 
it is to be remembered that volley firing is very effective at much 
greater ranges against concentrated masses, both when standing in the 
open, or when covered by walls or the parapets of intrenchments. In 
such cases volley firing may be opened at a range of 3,000 paces, 
raising the sight to the utmost, and aiming at the crest of the parapet, 
or top of the wall, if the enemy is concealed behind one. This curved 
fire, useful up to 3,000 paces, is not, however, to be permitted for 
detachments of less than half a company, and requires attentive super- 
vision on the part of the commander of the detachment. 

The artillery should be posted as follows : — The mitrailleurs close 
beside the troops like the former regimental guns, as a very near 
support for the infantry; all the other guns for a time with the 
reserve, with the object of being employed all together where circum- 
stances show that the effect of the artillery would be increased by 
the concentrated fire of some tens of guns obeying a single authority. 
The departure of the artillery from the reserve will be dependent on 
my orders, and its subsequent distribution, and the selection of 
objects to be aimed at, will be dependent upon the chief of the artillery. 
The well-known saying of Suvaroff, " the artillery moves about as it 
pleases," must be continually in the minds both of the commanders of 
the artillery and those units to which it is attached. But all this 
refers only to those times when the solemn beating to attack does not 
resound. At that great and solemn moment the artillery must give 
itself up entirely to the support of its comrades. Without heeding 
anything else, it must precede the attacking detachments, and by its 
fire, always specially terrible at short ranges, shake the heart of the 
opponent. 

All purely technical considerations must be put aside. At the 
decisive moment the artillery must have its wits, for an artilleryman is 
not a machine. The artillery must sacrifice itself entirely, if necessary, 
for the success of the attack, precisely as the infantry sacrifices itself, 
without flinching, when attacking an adversary. The detachment 
covering the artillery must defend it to the last. Opprobrium for 
the loss of the guns is not put on the artillery but on the troops. 

The whole of the cavalry is to remain with the reserve till the 
moment when circumstances appear favourable for employing it in 
masses. Our cavalry should not enter into single combat with the 
numerous cavalry of the enemy, mounted on excellent horses, and 
accustomed to wield their weapons from childhood. As long as the 
enemy's cavalry has not been shaken, or if it is not manoeuvring under 
unfavourable conditions, or pressed against an obstacle or defile, our 
cavalry is not to enter into a cavalry engagement with it. 



* The largest square laid down in the Kussian drill book was the company 
square, but this has been struck out by orders of the ^o ^ May, 1881. — Tb. 
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Tbe parsnit of fleeing Tarcoman cavalry would lead to a useless 
destmotion of tke tactical connection — our chief strength and security. 
The cavalry, during attacks, is to preserve a close formation, such as 
cannot be pierced, even regimental, squadron, and sotnia columns. 

In the attacks rapidity is not so necessary as compactness and 
order, and therefore the charges, besides being always made at 
favourable opportunities, should be short, so that the detachment may 
be well in hand, and that the stroke may be concentrated and heavy ; 
in one word, the basis of the tactical operations of our cavalry against 
that of the enemy must be extreme prudence and circumspection. 

On the contrary, in operations against unorganised masses of un- 
disciplined infantry, such as the Asiatic infantry militia^ the attacks 
of our cavalry should doubtless be resolute ; althoagh even here the 
intelligent boldness of the cavalry must rely on cautious tactics and 
suitable massing of reserves ; in fine, on short charges with lance and 
sword. 

I remind you of the necessity of taking careful measures of vigi* 
lance during the time of resting at night when near G6ok-T6pe. 
The conunanders of the outposts shoxdd make themselves acquainted 
with the roads leading to the bivouac, and the points where the 
enemy is likely to assemble in masses for an attack. 

The commander of each unit is to study the ground situated in 
&ont of his detachment; to think over the amount of assistance 
which he can give to the neighbouring detachment in case of attack ; 
for, I repeat, mutual support has been, and will be at all times, the 
key to victory. The ground in front must be understood ; distances 
measured. I remind you of my orders, Nos. 68 and 179, of 1879. 

To the last circumstance I direct your special attention, for the 
experience of night battles has shown how dij£cult it is to direct a 
battle by night. Every inclination from a straight direction may lead 
to firing at one's own side, and to confusion. I call special attention 
to the advantfLge of arranging signals known to every soldier, and of 
defining distances accurately. Large piles of wood which are kept 
burning all night, and in rear of which the groups and S^kr^tys are 
posted in a suitable manner, may be of great advantage. I instruct 
you not to light piles of wood in the camp without the permission of 
the commandant, and to extinguish them immediately by throwing 
earth on them in case of fighting. 

By day a battle may be brought on by a gradual and intelligent 
application to the operation of the ground and means at disposal ; but 
at night the circumstances may be such as to render it necessary to 
make a very great impression at once. This is the reason why in a 
battle by night, volleys are always to be fired. 

It is to be borne in mind, that judging distances at night is 
deceptive, and it is of the first importance to remember to aim low. 

(Signed) ADJUTANT-GENERAL SKOBELEFF, 

in temporary command of the troops. 



APPENDIX No. 4. 

Obdebs. 



To-day, the ^^J^^^ » the position of the enemy, known as the 

Grand Duke Ealas, is to be taken by Colonel Kuropatkin's right 
wing. 
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After the capture of the Kalas the attack will cease, the troops 
will make secure their position in them, and await further orders. 

Balf of the company of sappers and the naval volunteers are 
placed at Colonel Kuropatkin's disposal. 

The attack will commence at 2 p.m. 

An hour before the assault there will be a heavy bombardment of 
the fortress ; half an hour before the assault the bombardment of the 
Grand Duke Kalas and the continaation of the firing at the interior of 
the fortress will be in accordance with instructions given by me per- 
sonally to the chief of the artillery. 

A reserve, at my disposal, will be near the Olga-Kala composed as 
follows : — 

2 companies of the 3rd Stavropol Battalion, 

3 companies of a Samur Battalion, 
The Trans- Caspian Local Battalion. 

The 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery, 
The 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of Artillery, 
^ of the 1st Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artillery, 
The wing of dragoons, and 
The 1st Poltava Sotnia. 
Total, 9 companies, 20 guns, and 3 squadrons and sotnias. 

During the assault I shall be in Bedoubt No. 1. 
The chief dressing station will be at the Olga-Kala. 
The initiative for the commencement of the assault is left to 
Colonel Kuropatkin. 

(Signed) ADJUTANT-GENERAL SKOBELEFF, 

in temporary command of the troops. 



APPENDIX No. 5. 
Oedbbs foe the ^ Januaet, 1881. 

Near DengMl-T&piy ^^ January ^ 1881. , 

To-morrow, January the ^j^, the main wall of the enemy's fortress 

is to be taken by storm at its south-eastern angle. 
Two columns are detailed for the assault : — 

(1.) Under Colonel Kuropatkin : — 

The 1st and 2nd Companies of the 1st Shirvan Battalion, 

The 3rd Shirvan Battalion, 

3 Torkestan companies, 

\ of the company of sappers. 

Detachments of volunteers and workmen, 

A dismounted sotnia of Cossacks, 

Divisions of the following mountain batteries : — 

The Turkestan Battery, and the 6th Battery of the 2lBt 
Brigade of Artillery, 
2 mitrailleurs, 

2 Turkestan rocket-troughs, and 
1 heliograph. 
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Total, 11| (sic) coTopanies, 1 detachment, 6 gang, 2 rocket- 
tronghs, and 1 heliograph. 

This colamn will captnre the breach made by the explosion of the 
Grand Duke Mine ; will make firm its footing on it ; will intrench 
itself in the sonth-easteru angle of the fortress ; and will effect a 
junction with the second colamn nnder Colonel Kozelkoff. 

Point of assembly : — The Grand Doke position at 7 A.M. 

(2.) Under Colonel KozelkofE : — 

The 3rd Stavropol Battalion, 

The 4th Apsheron Battalion, 

1 section of sappers. 

Detachments of naval volunteers and workmen, 

1 division of the 6th Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artillery, 

1 mitrailleur, 

2 rocket -troughs, and 
1 heliograph. 

Total, 8^ companies, 2 detachments, 3 guns, 2 rocket-troughs, and 
1 heliograph. 

This column will capture the breach made by the artillery ; will 
effect a junction with the first column ; will make firm, its possession 
of the breach ; and intrench it in general co-operation with Colonel 
Knropatkin's column. 

Point of assembly : — The 3rd parallel at 7 a.m. in the advanced 
place of arms. 

(3.) Under Lieutenant- Colonel Haidaroff : — 

The 1st Samur Battalion, 

Detachments of volunteers and workmen, 

1 section of sappers, 

1 division of the 4th Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery, 

1 mitrailleur, 

5 rocket-troughs, 

^ of the 1st and the 3rd Sotnias of the Taman Regiment, 

1 division of the mountain battery of horse artillery, and 

1 heliograph. 
* Total, 4^ companies, 2 detachments, 1^ sotnias, 5 guns, 5 rocket- 
tronghs, and 1 heliograph. 

This column will capture the Mill-Kala and the retrenchments 
near to it, with the object of preparing and securing the success of 
the second column ; afterwards it will operate against the interior of 
the fortress with a heavy rifle and artillery fire, firing in the direction 
of the length of the fortress, and on the rear of the enemy concen- 
trating against the main attack ; and finally, depending, however, on 
the success of the main attack, it will advance on the main rampart. 

Point of assembly : — Support-Kala at 3 a.m. 

The general reserve at my disposal to be at the Stavropol Bicdonbt 
at 7 A.M. composed as follows, viz. : — 

The 9th and 10th Companies of the Crimean Regiment, 

The 3rd Apsheron Battalion, 

The 1st and 2nd Companies, and the 4th Battalion of the 

Daghestan Regiment, 
The 3rd and 4th Companies of ths Shirvan Regiment^ 
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B companies of the 3rd Samar Battalion, 

The railway company, 

3 divisions of the 3rd Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery, 

3 divisions of the 4th Battery of the 19th Brigade of Artillery, 

The 4th Battery of the 20th Brigade of ArtiUery, 

i of the 1st Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artillery, 

A dismounted battalion of 3 companies made up from the 

wing of dragoons and a Poltava sotnia, and 
1 heliograph. 
Total, 21 companies, 24 guns, and 1 heliograph. 

Lientonant- Colonel HaidarofE will commence the attack at 7 a.m. 
'^imultaneonsly the whole of the artillery t^U open fire against the 
fortress. 

The storming of the breaches will be preceded by a heavy bom- 
bardment of the fortress for half an hour. 

The attack of both breaches will commence stmultaneously, im- 
mediately after the explosion of the mine near the Grand Duke 
position. The commanding engineer in the Grand Duke Kala will 
receive the order fromi me in writing to spring the mine. 

The artillery wUl fire at the interior of the fortress, in accordance 
with orders given by me to the chief of the artillery. 

The troops are to carry : — ^Biscuit, tea, and sugar for 2 days, cook- 
ing kettles, 120 rounds of ammunition, and an intrenching tool. 

Dress : — ^Dniform or great coat, at the discretion of the commanders 
of units. 

Dressing stations: — (a.) In the Grand Duke position. (6.) On. 
the left flank of the 3rd parallel, (c.) In the Stavropol Eedoubt, 
with the column of Lieutenant- Colonel Haidaroff. (cZ.) in the Sup- 
port-Kala, and later on (e.) in the Mill-Kala. (/.) In the approach 
between the Ist and 2nd parallel : and also reserve dressing stations : 
(g,) In the camp, and (h,) In the Grand Duke position. 

I shall be in the Stavropol Redoubt at the commencement of thp 
action. 

The undermentioned will be kept as garrisons, viz. : — 

(1.) In the Bight-flank-EAla, ^ of the Ural Sotnia, two 4-pounders, 

and two 9-pounders. 
(2.) In the Olga-Kala, half of the Orenburg Sotnia of the Turkes- 
tan Detachment. 
(3.) In the Support-Kala, half of the 1st Taman Sotnia. 
{4.) In Redoubt No. 1 and Siege Battery No. 1, half a company 

of the Trans-Caspian Local Battalion. 
(5.) In Redoubt No. 2, a company of the Trans-Caspian Local 

Battalion, and a division of the 3rd Battery of the 19th 

Brigade of Artillery. 
(6.) In the central redoubt of Battery No. 3, half a company of 

the Trans-Caspian Local Battalion, and a division of the 6th 

Battery of the 21st Brigade of Artillery. 
(7.) In Battery No. 6, the Engstrom gun, four 4-pounders, and a 

company of the Trans-Caspian Local Battalion. 
(8.) In the breaching battery, eight 4-pounders and four 

9-pounders. 
(9.) In the Stavropol Redoubt, a company of ttie 3rd Samur 

Battalion. 
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(10.) Mortars : — 6 in the mortar Battery of tbe left flank, and 10 in 
the Grand Dnke Eoila. 

(11.) In the camp: — The sotnia of the Orenburg Regiment No. 6, 
mixed detachments of all the nnits, all non-combatants and 
officers* servants. Colonel Artsishevsky is appointed com- 
mandant of the camp at the time of the assault. 



(Signed) 



ADJUTANT-GENBRAL SKOBBLBFP, 

in temporary command of the troops. 



APPENDIX No. 6. 



Distribution of the Artillery "between the Storming Columns, the Meserve, 
a/nd the Siege Batteries, on the day of the Assault of the Fortress of 
DenghiUTepe {Oeoh-Tepe), 



With each storming column, and in each 
Biege battery. 



With Colonel Koropatkin's column 
With Colonel KozelkofiTs column . . 
With Lieut.>Colonel HaidarofTs column . . 
Corps Artillery in the Stayropol Redoubt. . 
In the breaching batteiy of the left flank, 

at the extremitj of the 2nd parallel . . 
In the mortar battery of the lefb flank, in 

the extremitj of the demi-parallel 
In the siege batteries of the right flank . . 
In the Bight-flank-£ala • • 
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* Steel rifled guns, 4*2 inches calibre. — Tb. 

t Steel rifled guns, S'42 inches calibre. — Tb. 

{ Old pattern rifled guns of the same calibre as the classes of steel guns just 
mentioned. Thej appear to hare been combined into three " Mobile " Batteries 
during the preUminary operations. — Tb. 

§ Bronze rifled guns, 2*6 inches calibre. Also called 3-pounders. The two guns 
-vithich had been captured by the Turkomans are not included, nor are those left at 
Samur. — Tb. 
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APPENDIX No. 7. 



Distribution of Engineer Material o/mong the Storming Columns amd 
Reserve on the da^ of the Assault of the Fortress of Denghil-Tepe 

(Oeok'Tepe), ^^ January^ 1881. 
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APPENDIX No. 8. 



Table of Casualties suffered by the AJchaUTehJce detachment in the Field, 



from the 



20th December, 1880 
1st January y 188T 
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j^, to the 27^ Jarmary, 1881, inclusive. 
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Remark. — Of the officers wounded, 2 stafB officers and 4 regimental officers have 
died of their womids. 
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APPENDIX No. 9. 

Inst of the Quantity of Stores which reached the Intrenchment of Samur 
from thai of TamaUy during the period from Ihe '^ •^o»«»»*«»' 

20(A December , 1880 
1<( January, 1881 ' 



lith December ' 
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13th 
14th 
15th 
18th 
24th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
28th 
29th 
30th 
31st „ 
Ist Jan. 
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105,134 



1 poud » 40 Bussian pounds « 86 lbs. 10 oz. 12 drs. avoirdupois. — Tb. 
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APPENDIX No. 10. 

Tahh of the Number of Bounds of Ammvmtion carried from Bami to 
8am/ur, and the camp nea/r the Fortress of Geok-Tepe. 
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* See notes on p. 66. — Tb. 

t Equivalent to 18 lbs. avoirdupois ; for the mortars. — ^Tb. 



APPENDIX No. 11. 

To THE Akhal People. 

I declare to the whole Akhal-Tekke popnlation, that yonr fortress 
of Geok-T6p6 has been taken by the might of the troops of my Great 
Sovereign. Its defenders have been annihilated, and their families, 
and the families of those who have fled from the fortress are the 
captives of the victorious troops nnder my command. I therefore 
invite the whole remaining population of Akhal-Tekke to place its 
destiny at the unconditional mercy of the Emperor, in which case I 
hereby make it known that the lives, families, and property of those 
who declare submission will be in complete security, like those of the 
other subjects of His Majesty the White Tsar. 

On the contrary, all those who oppose his victorious troops, and 
continue to persist in a senseless opposition, will be destroyed like 
robbers and criminals. 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL SKOBBLEFP. 
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Vol. I. (Part 4).'Militar7 Mining. Second Edition. 1878. Price l». 6d. 

Vol. I. (Part 5). — Miacellaneoas. Second Edition. 1878. Price 8s. Gd. 
Erratn and Addenda to Vol. 1. (Part 3). Price 6d. 
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STBENaXH OP ATJQTBJJL By Captain W. 9* Oooke, 

22nd Foot. Part I. 10*. 6rf. 
Fartn, Price lU.6d 

STBENGPTH OF DEKKABK. B^ Captain W, S. Cooke, 

22nd Be^ Price 3*. 

8TRENOTH OF FBAKCB. By Major C. J. Bavk, 

ft7th Regt., D.A,Q.M.G. 1877. Price 7«. 6df. 

ABMBP STBEHGTH OF THB GBBSrABr BKEFIBB. Part I 



Org^nizfttiuD and Administration. With Map. By Captein F. C. H. Clajeufb, 
• RA., D.A.Q.M.G. 1876. Price 8». Bdl 

ABICBD STBBNGTH OF ITAL7. Translated from tbe Qexmaa 
by Lieutenant W. A. H. Hare, R.E. 1875. Price 6*. Qd. 

ABKED STBEKaTH OF THB NBTHBBLAKDS. By Captain F. 

^ C. H. Clarke, E.A., D.A.Q.M.G. With Map. Price 4«. 

ABTTPrn STBBKGKTH OF BTJS8IA. Translated from the German. 

1873. Price 7«. 

ABXBD STBENGTH OF SWBBBN AND KOBWAT. By Captain 

W. S. Cooke, 22nd Regt., D. A.Q.M.G. With Map. Price 8<. 6d 

ABMBD 8TBENCKFH OF SWITZEBIiAND. By Major Frank S. 

BvssBLL, 14th Hussars. 1880. Price 1*. Qd. 

ATTACK FOBMATION FOB INFAKTB7 IN THB ATTSTBIAN, 

FRENCH, GERMAN, AND ITALIAN ARMIES : OutUne of. 1881. 
Price 1«». 

ABMT BCITJIPMBXT: 

Part I.-'Oavalry, Compiled by H. M. Hozixb, late Captaia 2nd Lile 

Guards, F.C.S., F.G.8. Price 4« 
Part IV.— Military Train. Compiled by H. M. Hozikr, late CapUla 3tid 
Life Guards, F.C.8., F.G.S., Topographical Staflf. Price 2«.6d 
Part V. — Infantry. Compiled by Captain Martin P^tris, Topo- 
graphical Staff. Price 6»., with Plates. 
Part TI.— Commissariat. Compiled by H. M. Hozieb, late Oaptein 2Dd 

Life G uards, F.C.S., F.G.S., Topographical Staff. Price U. e<L 

Part VH.— Hospital Servioe. Compiled by Captain Martin Pbtris, 

Tojmgraphical Staff. Price 6»., with Plates. 

CAVAliBT. Instmotions for the Traininsp, Employment, and 

Leadingr of. By Major-General Carlb Von Schmidt. Compiled by 

Captain Von Vollard-Bockelbeko, 2nd Silesian Dragoomi. Translated 

by Captain C. W. Bowdler Bell, 8th Hussars. (188U) Price Bs. 6ci 

CYPBT7S. Compiled by Captain A. B. Saville, 18th Foot. 1878. 
Price 28. 6d, 

FBANCE : Military Beports, Addressed to the Frenoh War Minister 

by Colonel Baron Stoffbl, French Military Attach^ in Prussia^ 1866—1870. 
Translated by Lieut.-Col. Home, C.B., B,E. Royal 8vo. Price 8». 

FBAKCO-GEBMAN WAB, 1870-71. Authorised Translation, from 
the German Offi«:ial Account by Major F, C. H. Clarke, R.A. 

First Part : — History oj the War to the Down/all oj the Empire. 

Vol. I. : — Sections 1 to 6. From the Outbreak of Hostilities to the Battle of 

Gravelotte. With case of Maps and Plans. Price 26«. 
Vol. 11. : — Sections 6 to 9. From the Battle of Gravelotte to the Dowufall 

of the Empire. With case of Maps and Plans. Price 22«. 
Also separately^ in papt-r covers : — 

Ist Section : — The Events in July. Plan. Price Ss, 

2ud Section : — Events to the Eve of the Battles of Worth and Spicheren. 

2nd edition, revised and coiTected. 1877. 8 Plans. Price Ss. 
8rd Section : — The Battles of W6rth and Spicheren. 2Bd edition, revised 

and con-ected. 1877. 2 Plans and 3 Sketches. Price 5s. 



WORKS prep<tred in Intelligence Branch — oontinued. 

Franoo-Qerman War, 1870-71 — continued, 

4th Section: — Advance of the Third Army to the MoseUe, Ac With 

1 Plan and 7 Sketches. 4s. 
5th Section : — Operations near Metz on 15th. 16th, and 17th August. Battle 

of Vionyille— Mars-la-tour. 4 Plans and Sketches in the Text. Price 6«.6dL 
6th Section:— The Battle of Gravelotte— St. Privat. With 2 Plans and 

Sketches in Text. 5s, 
7th Section: — Advance of Third Army and of the Army of the Mouse 

afi^ainst the Army of Chalons. With 2 Plans, s general Map, and 

numerous Sketches. Price 6«. 
8th Section :— The Battle of SedaiL With 2 Plans and 2 Sketches. Price Bs, 
9th Section : — Proceedings on the German Coast and before the Fortresses 

in Alsace and Lorraine. Battle of Noissoville. General Beview of the 

Franco-Gtorman War up to the commencement of September. With 

8 Plans and 2 Sketches. Price 4s. 6d 

Second Pabt: — History of the War ctgainst the Republic, 
10th Section : — Investment of Paris. Capture of Toul and Strasburg. Price 6#. 
11th Section : — Events before Paris and at other Points of the Theatre of 

War in Western France until the end of October. 1878. Price 5«. 3cf. 
12th Section : — ^Last Engagements with the French Army of the Rhine. 

Occurrences after the Fall of Strasburg and Metz to the middle of 

November. 1878. Price 4*. 6rf 
13th Section: — Occurrences on the Theatre of War in Central France up to 

the re-occupation of Orleans by the Germans. (1880.) Price 6a, 
14th Section. — Measures for the Investment of Paris up to the Middle of 

December. (1880.) Price 4». 
15th Section : — Measures for protecting the Investment of Pari? and 

Occurrences before the French Capital to the Commencement of the 

Tear 1871. (1880.) Price ts. 6d 

FBENCH AJIMT : Beforms in. Part I The Law of Becmitinfir. 

Translated by Colonel Hoke, C.B., B.E. Royal 8vo., 104 pp., stiff paper cover. 
Price Is. 6d. 

— ^— Part II.— General Oriranixation. Translated by Major 
C. B. Braokenbub-y, 11.A. Price 2«. 

FBENCH ABlTSr, Be-oreranization of. Speech of the Duke 
D'Audiffbbt-Pasqttieb. Price Is. 

GEBKAKT: Oampaiffn of 1866 in. Compiled by the Department 

of Military History of the Prussian Staff. Translated into English by 
Colonel Von Wrioht, Chief of the Staff VIII. Prussian Corps, and Captain 
Henry M. Hozier, Assistant Controller. Price £1 Is., in one voL, royal 
8vo., cloth boards, with a Portfolio of Plans. 

PBXTSSIAN ABTILIiEBT : Extracts from the Drill Begnlations 

for the, and from the Handbook for Prussian Artillery OfBcers. Translated 
by Major Fairfax Ellis, B.A. 1878. Price lOs. 

PBUSSIAN INTANTBT: Elementary Tactics of the. Translated 
from the Oerman,by Captain E. Baring, K. A. Authorised Edition. Koyal8vo., 
60 pp., with Plans. 2s. 

BUSSIA : Befirnlations respecting Military Service in. Price 2^. Bd. 

STAFF-GENEBAL : The Duties of. By Hajor-Gtoneral Bronsart 
TON ScBELi,ENDORF. Translated from the German by Captain W. A. H. 
Habs, R.E. 1880. 2 Vols. Price 7*. 6d eacli. , 

STEPPE OAMPAiaNS, a Series of Lectures on. Translated from 
the Bussian. Price 2s. 

TACTICS : Precis of Uodem. Compiled by Colonel Bobert Home, 
C.B., RE. In Boyal 8vo., 244 pp., with 26 Plans. Cloth boards. Price Ss. 6d. 

TBAIKINO OF TBOOPS : for Service in the Pield, and for the 

Conduct of Peace Manoeuvres, Begulations for. Translated from the 
Gemum. b.> Captain E. Baring, B. A. Boyal 8vo., 84 pp., with Plans. Price 2s, 

WAB QAICB: Boles for the Conduct of. Compiled by Captain 
E. Baring, B.A. The Box of Men, &c., can be had for £6 6s., and 
15 Maps, mounted and coloured, for £6. Boyal 8vo., with Plans. Price 2s. 

ZULU WAB of 1670. Narrative of the Field Operations connected 

with. 1881. Price Ss. 6rf. 
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